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is "Fired Up'' for her 




Deja vu could be in 
store for Toreros. 
COUNTDOWN 










Long-standing hopes for 
campus unity were realized with 
the March of the Toreros. On 
Feb. 24, clubs and organizations 
came together in solidarity to 
march from Maher Hall to the 
Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace 
and Justice. 
On this Tuesday afternoon, 
the objective was not to accent 
the different groups on campus, 
but to unite the student body with 
each individual signifying their 
Torero spirits. Students from all 
walks of life gathered in front of 
Maher Hall, some creating large 
and colorful banners for their 
respective groups, and others 
taking pictures to commemorate 
the event. Groups like the United 
Front Multicultural Center, 
which included Mecha and the 
Filipino Ugnayan Student Or­
ganization, came together with 
various members of Greek Life, 
such as Alpha Chi Omega and 
Sigma Phi Epsilon. 
Soon enough, the New 
Orleans-style jazz band began 
tooting their horns as the march 
began. As a large mass of stu­
dents made their way down 
Marian Way, it was clear to 
everyone that this was not just 
a celebration of USD's unique 
student background, but also a 
realization of an image only seen 
in the visions of campus activ­
ists. On this sunny afternoon, the 
Participants carry signs expressing hope for campus unity. 
campus was as united as it had 
ever been. 
The March of the Toreros was 
the kick-off event of this week's 
University of Diversity event. 
For the second year, the Mul­
ticultural Board of Associated 
Students is administering a week 
full of public speakers, work­
shops and other culturally-driven 
events to showcase and celebrate 
the diversity on the University of 
San Diego campus. 
After the march, guest speaker 
Steve Berdine spoke to a crowd 
at the University Center Forums 
about taking an affirmative 
stance toward action. Today, a 
"Step Show" will be presented 
during dead hours in front of the 
UC while a mask making work­
shop is held within; and finally, 
the festivities will come to a 
close during a large Mardi Gras 
celebration held by the Interna­
tional Student Organization. 
It is a busy but enjoyable 
week for the student community 
See TORERO, page 3 
Students rethink travel due to Mexican violence 
ANDREW KHOURI 
STAFF WRITFR 
Students at USD have always 
leld a special place in their 
learts for Mexico. They often 
make the 20-mile drive south to 
visit family, to take much-needed 
vacations or to visit nightclubs in 
Tijuana and Rosarito. 
Yet, due to recent drug vio­
lence, students are thinking twice 
about making the trip. Junior Mi­
chelle Cunnane, who has trav­
eled to Tijuana in the past, says 
she would not return. "The drug 
wars have gotten so out of con­
trol that there is no way I would 
feel safe there," Cunnane said. 
Felipe Calderon, President 
of Mexico, launched a major 
offensive against the powerful 
drug cartels in 2006. Calderon 
has deployed more than 36,000 
soldiers since 2007 to fight drug-
trafficking and drug-related vio­
lence. 
The army was deployed be­
cause many of Mexico's police 
officers are on the cartels' pay­
rolls. The drug cartels have 
fought back, targeting police 
officers, politicians and soldiers. 
Innocent people have been 
caught up in the violence. 
Junior Sandra Bignone once 
made frequent trips to Mexico 
to visit family; however, after 
her family experienced a brush 
with the violence, Bignone has 
reservations about returning. "I 
feel it is really dangerous and 
See MEXICO, page 3 
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linked to sweatshops. 
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I'm a big fan of ethical dilem­
mas, unless they happen to be my 
own. Each year as Ash Wednesday 
approaches, I fail to remain focused 
on the spiritual significance of the 
Lenten kickoff and begin to worry 
about something entirely unimport­
ant: should I leave the ashes on my 
forehead all day, or should I wash 
them off after mass? 
I know that this seems trivial, in 
fact I stress that it is, and yet I still 
find time each year to worry about 
my course of ashy action. If I leave 
the ashes as they lay, I worry that I 
am being too showy with my faith. 
My mind drifts to Matt. 6:1-4, verses 
that encourage us to worship in secret 
to avoid hypocrisy. 
But if I wipe the ashes away, I 
worry that I am not taking sufficient 
pride in my faith. The clear solution 
is 9 p.m. mass at Founder's Chapel. 
This leaves fewer hours for indeci­
sion before bedtime. 
Anyone who has been to a Catho­
lic church on Ash Wednesday knows 
that the crowds are astonishing. This 
is a bit surprising given that it is not a 
holy day of obligation. It seems that 
a great number of people, even those 
who do not attend mass regularly, 
enjoy the tradition receiving ashes. 
Ceremonial ashes are made by 
burning palm leaves; blessed on the 
previous year's Palm Sunday. They 
are sprinkled with holy water and 
fumigated with incense before being 
used. 
Priests performing the imposition 
of ashes might say the words, "Re­
member man that thou art dust and 
to dust thou shalt return," or "Turn 
away from sin and be faithful to the 
gospel." 
According to AmericanCatho-
lic.org, the tradition of sprinkling 
ashes on Ash Wednesday goes back 
to the year 960. Before that, ashes 
were used as a symbol of penance. 
In the 11 th century, Pope Urban II 
called for a general use of ashes on 
the Wednesday before Lent and the 
name "Ash Wednesday" was soon 
applied. 
When the practice began, men and 
women received ashes in different 
ways. Ashes were sprinkled on the 
foreheads of men, but smudged on 
the foreheads of women. Today, all 
Catholics receive ashes by smudg­
ing. 
Black Student Union hosts cultural event 
Community gathers to celebrate Black History Month 
JAMIE KLEINE 
STAFF WRITFR 
The Black Student Union and the 
Multicultural Relations Board have 
hosted a series of events in honor of 
Black History Month. The finale of 
these events took place last Friday in 
the University Center, where students, 
faculty and members of the San Diego 
community joined in a celebration 
themed "Living the Dream." 
To kick off the night, a slide show 
projected images of historical heroes 
of past and present. Among the heroes 
were revolutionary surgeons, Dr. Daniel 
Hale Williams and Dr. Ben Carson, 
boxing champions Jack Johnson and 
Floyd Mayweather and actors Noble 
Johnson and Denzel Washington. 
The slide show illustrated the 
inspiration that has guided America 
toward what it is today: A nation that 
has overcome many years of oppres­
sion and now finally has its first black 
president. 
The slide show was followed by a 
performance of Eritrean and Ethiopian 
traditional dancing by four performers. 
Guests enjoyed a buffet of Southern 
food and watched as community leaders 
were honored in an awards ceremony. 
Junior Jelisa Roberts opened the cer­
emony. "These recipients have been role 
models not only to the Black Student 
Union, but to the campus community," 
Roberts said. "They've inspired us all 
by making us want to become better 
people." 
Guests enjoy traditional Southern food and Ethiopian dancing at the awards ceremony. 
Awards were given to Dr. Jericho 
Brown, Dr. J J Schlichtman and profes­
sor John Mosby. Associate professor 
of sociology, Dr. Rafik Mohamed, ac­
knowledged them for their passionate 
devotion to bettering "community, 
inclusion, compassionate service and 
social justice" on campus. 
USD alumnus, Chris Wilson, was 
honored for his active involvement in 
campus diversity programs. Collective 
Purpose member, Viet Mai, considers 
Chris a close friend. "He's what I call 
an 'ideal realist' one who is drjyen by 
vision and defined by reality," Mai 
said. 
The final honoree was Assistant Vice 
President of Public Affairs Pamela Gray 
Pay ton. Her colleague, Diane Callahan 
said that she was awarded ".. .for giving 
a voice to the university's mission. 
From her grace in manners to in helping 
give a public face to the aspirations we 
espouse: wisdom, inclusiveness, com­
passion and fairness." 
Next, BSU members put on a cultural 
fashion show exhibiting traditional Af­
rican wedding attire, as well as bright 
and elaborate gowns from Nigeria, 
demonstrating the beautiful African 
heritage that deserves to be honored and 
celebrated. 
To end the night, Maya Angelou's 
poetry was projected for the audience to 
see: "You may write me down in his-
toryAVith your bitter, twisted lies/You 
may trod me in the very dirt/But still, 
like dust, I'll rise." 
IS 
1870 A 312-foot-long 
pneumatic subway opens 
in New York City; funding 
for a larger version never 
materialized. 
1919 Grand Canyon Na­
tional Park is established. 
1801 Washington, D.C. is 
placed under the jurisdiction 
of the U.S. Congress. 
1974 People magazine is 
published for the first time. 
1826 M Biela, an Austrian 
officer, discovers Biela's 
Comet. 
1827 The Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad becomes the 
first U.S. railway chartered 
for commercial transportation 
of freight and passengers 
1936 The Hoover Dam is 
completed. 
1961 President of the United 
States John F. Kennedy estab­
lishes the Peace Corps. 
HISTORY.COM, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
WEEK^ 
1924 President of the United 
States Calvin Coolidge makes 
the first presidential radio 
broadcast from the White 
House. 
1896 The Tootsie Roll is in­
troduced by Leo Hirshfield. 
1954 The first mass inocula­
tion of children against polio 
with the Salk vaccine 
1582 Pope Gregory XIII 
issues a papal bull introduc­
ing the Gregorian calendar 
reform. 
1942 Battle of Los Angeles, 
a UFO flying over wartime 
Los Angeles causes a blackout 
order at 2:25 a.m. and attracts 
a barrage of anti-aircraft fire, 
killing three civilians. 




considering that I've had relatives 
kidnapped there before, I wouldn't 
feel safe down there." Bignone's aunt 
was recently kidnapped in Tijuana, but 
is now safe after having paid ransom 
money to secure her freedom. 
Since the Mexican government has 
arrested top drug lords, the cartels have 
begun to fight amongst themselves 
over valuable smuggling routes into the 
United States. 
Border cities such as Tijuana and 
Ciudad Juarez, have been among the 
cities hit the hardest by the violence. In 
2008 alone, 5,630 people died through­
out Mexico due to drug-related vio­
lence. 
Mayor of Rosarito Beach, Hugo 
Torres, claims that tourists are not 
singled out. "Tourists are not being tar­
geted. The violence just makes it feel 
dangerous to be around. It's very hard 
to know who's going to be hit next." 
Senior Kyle Bavasi, who has trav­
eled to Mexico numerous times, will 
continue to travel south of the border. "I 
don't mind going to Mexico now, but I 
wouldn't go far. I'd only go for the surf­
ing." 
The U.S. State Department's website 
cautions against travel to Mexico, but 
gives advice to avoid problems: 
"Common-sense precautions such 
as visiting only legitimate business 
and tourist areas during daylight hours 
and avoiding areas where prostitution 
and drug dealing might occur, can help 
ensure that travel to Mexico is safe and 
enjoyable." 
The University of San Diego strong­
ly encourages students to consider the 
safety risks of drinking in Mexico and 
provides a list of Mexican laws that 
students should understand if they plan 
to make a trip. This list of rules can be 
found on the USD Center for Health 
and Wellness website, sandiego.edu/ 
chwp/info.php. 
Admiral William J. Fallon speaks at Ethics Symposium 
MARY HUNT 
sSTAFF WRITER 
Shiley Theater was packed with 
alumni, faculty, 25 flag and general offi­
cers and more than 300 cadets and mid­
shipmen from both USD and SDSU, all 
in full dress uniforms. Adm. William J. 
"Fox" Fallon visited the USD campus 
last Thursday as the guest speaker of the 
annual James Bond Stockdale Leader­
ship and Ethics Symposium. 
The San Diego Naval Reserve Offi­
cers Training Corps Unit and the USD 
School of Business, Masters in Science, 
sponsored the Symposium in Global 
Leadership program. The wife of the 
late Adm. Stockdale, Mrs. Cybil Stock-
dale, and her son joined the audience 
for the special occasion. 
After a brief welcome by Master of 
Ceremonies, Capt. Mark Wooley, C.O. 
of the NROTC San Diego unit, Presi-
March unites students in Torero spirit 
Sophomore Peter Larr and freshman Andrew McMahon celebrate campus diversity. 
TORERO, continued 
to partake in, but for the coordina­
tors and masterminds of the festivities, 
perhaps busy is the operative word. 
As the brainchild of Associated Stu­
dents' Vice President of Multicultural 
Relations Anthony Kang, the March 
was a wonderful start to what he and 
his board hope will be a very success­
ful week. 
Working under his tutelage are Di­
rector of Multicultural Issues Sarah 
Miralles and Director of Multicul­
tural Programming Katherine Kim, 
working without a second director of 
programming after the seat was left 
vacant. However, the work was not 
left undone for long as the seat has 
been prospectively filled by freshman 
Shanyn Lillard; while the change has 
not yet been made official, her pres­
ence is still appreciated on an already 
strong team. 
Miralles and Lillard expressed very 
high spirits regarding their event. 
Miralles has been an active part of the 
campus community for her entire USD 
career, and her credentials range from 
her current position in A.S. to her affili­
ation with FUSO. 
"This week is very important in terms 
of not only showing what needs to be 
done but to also show how far we have 
come," she said. Miralles' desire for 
unity on campus helped her bring her 
own creative mind to the board; even 
the names of the events are significant. 
"We are always trying to make the 
events we create as involved as possible 
with all of the students, and that is why 
it was called the 'March of the Toreros.' 
It isn't about any one student or group 
of students, but about all of us," Miralles 
said. 
Lillard, whose involvement as the 
interim Director of Multicultural Pro­
gramming has made her inaugural event 
University of Diversity, expressed utter 
excitement. "I feel a little overwhelmed," 
she said. "But I am willing to do what I 
need in order to raise awareness on this 
campus." Although only a few weeks 
into her newly appointed position, 
Lillard is ready to make her presence 
known. 
University of Diversity Week is 
coming off the heels of multiple bias-
motivated incidents that have come 
about within recent weeks, as Public 
Safety reports on the MySanDiego 
Portal website. But with the spirit of 
celebration in this event, response is 
also expected from the community 
during such an important time. 
"I both believe and want this week 
to be a very positive and impacting 
response to these acts," Lillard said. 
The week is coming to its close; 
only time will tell if the events 
planned made the impact that is 
needed in order to create a more 
culturally aware campus community. 
The efforts of not just the Associated 
Students but also the involvement of 
the many organizations on the USD 
campus have made these steps pos­
sible - however, they are just steps so 
far. Hopefully in time all will realize 
the vision that President, Dr. Mary 
Lyons spoke about in her speech fol­
lowing the inaugural March. 
"Remember that on our campus, 
you are always welcome." 
dent, Dr. Mary Lyons, took the stage. 
Lyons, a former Navy Captain her­
self, addressed the audience with this 
thought-provoking question: "Where 
is the leadership that is going to restore 
peace to our world?" She answered her 
own question by stating that, "Those 
who dedicate their lives to serve the 
"I'm looking forward to 
seeing the students and 
officers who are here in 
the audience right now 
help shape the America 
of tomorrow." 
-Admiral Fallon 
country show true leadership." After her 
speech, Dr. Tom Brassey, Capt., USN, 
Ret. was introduced. 
Brassey attended Villanova Univer­
sity with Fallon and he shared some 
personal remembrances of their time as 
midshipmen, roommates and friends. 
"He was a young man with jet black 
hair, confidence, reliability, courageous-
ness and trustworthiness," Brassey said. 
In several humorous accounts, he told 
stories of drill team, competition and 
how Fallon met his wife, before intro­
ducing Fallon. 
Fallon spoke of essential qualities of 
leadership. "You've got to know your 
people," Fallon said. He also spoke 
of confidence, self-knowledge and 
communication with subordinates. In 
regards to the role of the United States 
in today's world, he said "...we have 
a huge role to play" and that "ethical 
standards apply to any situation in poli­
tics." 
The individuals who make up Ameri­
ca play a big part in shaping the policies 
and our very nation. "I'm looking for­
ward to seeing the students and officers 
who are here in the audience right now 
to help shape the America of tomor­
row," Fallon said. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT 
February 16 
Location: LRC SOUTH PARKING 
At 4:34 p.m. the Department of 
Public Safety received a report of a 
hit and run involving a commuter stu­
dent's vehicle. Upon investigation, an 
unknown individual had struck the stu­
dent's vehicle, leaving a 16.5 inch long 
scratch with paint transfer on the rear 
bumper. There was no other damage to 
the vehicle. 
February 19 
Location: MAHER HALL 
At 12:32 a.m. Resident Assistants 
cited two students for Hosting, Minor 
in Possession, and Intervisitation, and 
one student for Minor in Possession and 
Intervisitation. 
February 21 
Location: MAHER HALL 
At 3:05 a.m. the Department of 
FEB 16 - 23 
Public Safety received a report of two 
male subjects acting suspiciously near 
Aromas. Upon investigation, a univer­
sity employee had allegedly seen two 
male individuals attempt to steal baked 
goods from an unsecured and unattend­
ed delivery cart. No items were missing 
from the cart, and Public Safety secured 
the cart inside the catering office. The 
men were unable to be located. 
Location: MISSIONS CROSSROADS 
At 12:12 p.m. the Department of 
Public Safety received a report of a male 
individual that was drinking alcohol 
inside his vehicle. Upon investigation, 
the individual was contacted, identified 
as a non-student and had been driving 
under the influence of alcohol. SDPD 
responded to the scene and assumed 
custody of the individual (BAC .141). 
The individual was advised that he is no 
longer permitted to be on campus. 
Location: VALLEY AREA 
At 11:54 p.m. the Department of 
Public Safety responded to assist Resi­
dent Assistants with an intoxicated stu­
dent. Upon investigation, the student 
had returned from an off-campus party 
and was vomiting profusely into the 
bushes. Paramedics responded to the 
scene and determined that the student 
was too intoxicated to care for herself, 






At 2:50 a.m. the Department of 
Public Safety responded to assist Resi­
dent Assistants with an intoxicated stu­
dent. Upon investigation, the student 
had consumed alcohol and was request­
ing to be transported to the hospital for 
further evaluation. 
Location: IMMACULATA PARISH 
At 8:04 p.m. the 
Department of Public 
Safety received a report of a stolen cell 
phone. Upon investigation, a visitor of 
the university has left her cell phone in 
her purse, unattended and unsecured, 
while attending a wedding. When the 
visitor returned to gather her purse, her 
phone was missing. 
February 23 
Location: PARDEE LEGAL RE­
SEARCH CENTER 
At 6:59 a.m. the Department of Public 
Safety received a report of homophobic 
statements written in chalk on a chalk­
board within a public study room in the 
Legal Research Center. The incident oc­
curred sometime between Feb. 20 and 
Feb. 23. 
CLASSIFIEDS: 
Home in Friars Villagetownhomes, 
steps to USD. Fabulous upgrades 
include A/C, stainless steel appli­
ances, remodeled bathroom, engi­
neered wood floors, vista views, 
privacy, 3-car parking. Excellent 
value. Offered at $325,000. Call 
Pauline 619-995-3663. More at 
www.TheGoldenRuleAgent.com. 
Neuner Retirement Services Team 
of Wachovia Securities is hiring 
interns. If you are interested in gain­
ing experience in the marketing and 
financial services industry, send 




Because she is our fearless 
leader and is extremely 
dedicated to producing an 
amazing paper each week! 
Congratulations! 
Will you be next? 
Guest poet gives reading 
Doug Kearney visits for Cropper Writers Series 
ANGELA GARCIA 
STAFF WRITFR 
Doug Kearney performs his poetry 
The Cropper Writers series welcomed 
poet Doug Kearney to USD last Thurs­
day. The winner of the 2008 Whiting 
Writers Award read several poems from 
his book "Fear, Some" and also a few 
from his upcoming book "The Black 
Automaton," which will be coming out 
next fall. Each piece performed had the 
audience on the edge of their seats. 
Kearney's energetic performance 
and use of vocal characterization within 
the poems caused the sounds of differ­
ent perspectives to resonate throughout 
the room. His effective use of rhythm 
and allusion made the content of the 
poems moving and thought-provoking. 
His poetry both inspired and challenged 
each listener to consider the issues 
and possible solutions to the problems 
within our society. 
Kearney's inspiration and purpose for 
writing became clear during the ques­
tion and answer portion of the event. His 
goal is to consider the issues and flaws 
in our society and challenge himself and 
others to seek out solutions. According 
to Kearney: "Poetry is a way of asking 
questions." He paused before adding, 
"It helps me to stay honest about the 
work that has to be done." 
Through his writing, he gains a 
better understanding of the issues that 
surround the world and the ways he can 
contribute to change. As he pulls from 
issues of both the past and present, both 
historical and personal, he calls atten­
tion to underlying issues that society 
often chooses to overlook or brush 
under the rug. 
Kearney is a poet who is not afraid 
of being controversial. If his words stir 
up the desire for change, then they are 
effective. 
Kearney hopes to remind others 
that change must start with individu­
als. Artists, whether through writing, 
art, music or dance, often intend to 
share revelation, inspiration and vision 
through their talents. 
Dr. Jericho Brown was present at the 
reading and commented on the joy of 
attending poetry readings like this one. 
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All fraternities and sororities on 
campus were invited to attend the bas­
ketball game on Saturday to participate 
in the Greek Life Attendance Challenge. 
They were told that the four groups 
with the highest percentage of attending 
members would be invited to compete 
at half time for a home stereo. 
The representatives were: Stepha­
nie Kishbaugh (Alpha Delta Pi) Ari-
anna Corona (Kappa Alpha Theta) 
Ryan Conly (Beta Theta Pi) and Dayn 
Sommer (Phi Kappa Theta). 
At halftime, the four students com­
peted in "Sony Musical Layups." Each 
person started on a chair with a basket­
ball. On the word "go," they were told 
to run, complete a lay up and go back to 
a chair with their ball. A chair was taken 
away with every round. 
The winner was Conly. He was given 
the stereo and a certificate from the Uni­
versity Athletic Department. The certifi­
cate was signed by Athletic Director Ky 
Snider, recognizing Beta Theta Pi as the 
winner. 
CONGRATULATIONS 





MIDDLE AND BOTTOM: STEPHANIE KISHBAUGH, 
ARIANNA CORONA, RYAN CONLY AND DAYN SOMMER 
COMPETE FOR A SONY MUTEKI MUSIC SYSTEM HOME 
STEREO 
TOP: DIEGO CHEERS STUDENTS AS THEY PREPARE 
FOR A COMPETITION CALLED "SONY MUSICAL LAYUPS" 
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OPINION Opinion Editor: Ryan Plourde rplourde@usdvista.com 
CPL. GANGSTER 
RYAN PLOURDE, OPINION EDITOR 
I was only a sophomore in high 
school when the United States first in­
vaded Iraq. Now, six years later, I find 
myself forgetting that this war is still 
going on. Sunday I was reminded of 
it, but it was not a war documentary or 
an Obama speech that reminded me. 
Rather it was an episode of the His­
tory channel series "Gangland" that 
reminded me of Iraq. 
This episode, "Basic Training," 
covered the increased gang activ­
ity within the U.S. Military over the 
past decade. And I have to admit, this 
was something I hadn't thought about 
before; gang members in the military? 
Needless to say, it was enough to keep 
me watching. 
The hour-long episode covered 
many different gangs, including the 
Bloods and the Cripps. And the proof 
of the inclusion of members of gangs 
in the military was everywhere. One 
ex-marine had pictures of gang graffiti 
spray-painted in Iraq. A camera caught 
a soldier with a swastika banner hang­
ing above his bed. And numerous other 
soldiers told stories of gang violence 
within the U.S. armed forces. 
The most disturbing occurrence 
of gang induction in the military, 
though, came on Jan. 9, 2005. It was 
on this day that 19-year-old Lance 
Cpl. Andres Raya ambushed a group 
of police officers outside of a liquor 
store in Ceres, Calif. By the end of the 
ambush one officer was dead, another 
wounded; and Raya? The police even­
tually caught up to Raya and killed 
him after he opened fire on them with 
his semiautomatic SKS rifle. 
At first authorities believed that 
Raya had ambushed the officers in 
hopes of committing "suicide by 
police." Upon further investigation, it 
was revealed that Raya, prior to join­
ing the marines, had been a member of 
the Norteno street gang. Ceres police 
officers later remarked that Raya had 
employed marine combat maneuvers, 
which local police officers were not 
equipped to handle. The military had 
seemingly trained a gangland killer. 
And this problem is not going away. 
"Gangland" experts believe that the 
increase in gang activity in the mili­
tary is a direct result of the Iraqi war. 
As increased numbers of soldiers are 
shipped to the Middle East, military 
recruiters have an increased need for 
new recruits. The screening process 
is not as strict as it should be. Until 
that screening process is re-focused, 
this phenomenon of gang activity in 
the military will continue and the next 
Andres Raya may just emerge. 
Bookstore supplier linked to sweatshops 
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
USD Bookstore provider, Russell Athletic, 
has been linked to unfair labor practices 
and sweatshops. 
ANNA BARRIOS 
' GUEsST WRITFR 
Russell Corporation is 
f one of the most prominent 
F abusers of workers' rights 
in the apparel industry. Un­
fortunately, USD buys some 
of the apparel it sells from 
Russell Athletic, which has 
been accused of relying on 
sweatshop labor to produce 
its merchandize. Instead of 
acting upon our religious 
and moral ideals, USD is 
supporting an abusive cor­
poration in their unfair labor 
practices by giving them 
business, and thus not being 
mutually inclusive when it 
comes to sustainability, com­
mitment to the common good 
and working for justice. 
Recently, Russell Athletic 
closed one of its warehouses, 
Jerzees de Honduras, claiming 
that the closing was based solely 
on economic factors; many of 
its employees say that unioniza­
tion was the leading incentive 
for Russell's decision. This has 
happened before, between March 
and September 2007, Russell 
Corporation illegally fired 145 
workers from Jerzees de Honduras 
for attempting to form a union. The 
Workers Rights Consortium declared 
that firing workers in retaliation for 
joining a union is prohibited under 
Honduran law and university codes 
of conduct. To date, 11 universities, 
including Cornell, Georgetown and the 
University of Washington, threatened to 
cut their contracts with Russell. 
The workers at Jerzees de Honduras 
have endured a past filled with inhumane 
working conditions and resentment 
from management. This past October, 
the workers decided it was time to ne­
gotiate a union contract with Russell. 
The negotiations ended in an impasse, 
in part because Russell offered workers 
a pay increase of a mere four cents per 
day. Days later, Russell announced that 
it would close Jerzees de Honduras and 
in doing so terminate 1,800 workers. The 
plant closed just last month. 
With any large corporation, there will 
undoubtedly be discrepancies in facts 
released to the public. While Russell told 
universities that its decision was made for 
economic reasons, its managers in Hon­
duras have been explicit that the decision 
was made to eliminate the union and its 
members, which, of course, is a human 
rights violation. Russell stated that the 
firings were "reductions in personnel" 
based on economic factors. A WRC in­
vestigation found more than 100 separate 
incidents where Russell management 
stated that Jerzees de Honduras would be 
closed because workers joined a union. 
These are direct violations of university 
codes of conduct. Adrian Goldin, a Fair 
Labor Association investigator, said "the 
closure of the factory has been deter­
mined, at least to a significant extent, by 
the existence and activity of the union." 
The University of San Diego is sup­
porting the human rights violations by 
still buying apparel from Russell Athlet­
ic. USD is a Catholic affiliated institution 
and one of its core values is "protection of 
the rights and dignity of the individual" in 
a just community, not just our local com­
munity, made up of students and staff, 
but also the global community, which 
includes the workers that make things for 
sale on the USD campus. USD cannot 
strive for a just and dignified commu­
nity, founded under the ideals of catholic 
social teaching, if USD continues to buy 
goods produced by sweatshops. 
Both Rihanna and Brown let down their fans 
CHRISTINIA WOODWARD 
STAFF WRITFR 
The Rihanna, Chris Brown incident 
has been the feature news story for 
many weeks now. On Feb. 8, when 
an argument got too heated, Brown 
physically assaulted pop star Rihanna. 
When police arrived at the scene they 
reported that Rihanna was found with 
terrible injuries and contusions on her 
head. She was immediately taken to 
the Los Angeles hospital, Cedars Sinai, 
for treatment. When she was released, 
Chris Brown was nowhere to be found 
and Rihana had nothing to say to the 
public. The two were scheduled to per­
form at the Grammy Awards that night 
but neither showed up. 
Almost a week later Rihanna made 
her first public statement saying she 
wanted to "assure her fans that she re­
mains strong, is doing well and deeply 
appreciates the outpouring of support 
she has received during this difficult 
time." As for Brown, he made a public 
apology on Feb. 15, saying he was "sorry 
and saddened" over his alleged attack 
on girlfriend Rihanna. He is seeking 
counseling from his pastor, mother and 
other loved ones he is committed to. In 
the meantime he is staying at home with 
his family and awaits his next court ap­
pearance scheduled for March 5. 
Physical assault should never be ac­
cepted, especially in a committed rela­
tionship. It was unintelligent of Brown 
to assault Rihanna due to their fame and 
popularity. Did he not think he would be 
caught? Brown should know that celeb­
rity life has little privacy. As role models, 
both Brown and Rihanna are disappoint­
ing. Brown should know that the thou­
sands of fans that look up to him mimic 
what he does. This incident does not re­
flect good judgment on his part. He fled 
the scene and was not heard from until 
much later. If he were truly sorry, why 
didn't he face the facts after it happened 
and take responsibility for his actions? As 
for his music career, I could guess that it 
will take a turn for the worse. Many fans 
are saying that they are boycotting his 
music due to his actions. 
And Rihanna has reported that this 
was not the first time she was assaulted 
by Brown. Being such a strong role model 
she should have voiced this problem 
when it started and stood her ground. By 
hiding the abuse, she only makes herself 
look timid and weak to those who look 
up to her. She could have and still can 
make a difference. Many women face 
abuse in their relationships and could 
have benefitted from Rihanna had she 
taken stronger action. 
If Brown thinks he still has a shot 
at fame after this incident, he must be 
delusional. As for Rihanna, her career 
could go either way. The emotional and 
physical pain may hamper her ability to 
write and perform live. However, she 
could learn from her situation, rise above 
it, and prove herself as a strong woman 
through her music. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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San Diego Int'l Airport makes senseless plans 
RYAN MULVEY 
STAFF WRITFR 
For both passenger and observer, the 
approach into San Diego's Lindbergh 
Field is unique and exhilarating. The 
slow, low descent over southeast San 
Diego, Balboa Park and Little Italy pro­
vides an interesting view of the topog­
raphy and diverse flair of "America's 
Finest City." 
As any native can attest, an inbound 
night flight presents both a luminary de­
light and a welcome sight for sore eyes. 
Lindbergh is a landmark in San Diego 
and a legendary city in the history of 
aviation. 
Opened in 1928, it was the birthplace 
of "The Spirit of St. Louis" and the 
point of origin for Charles Lindbergh's 
historic trans-Atlantic voyage. In 1934, 
the first international flights arrived in 
San Diego. Since then, San Diego has 
been a major destination for business 
and vacation, taking home the prize 
for busiest single-runway commercial 
airport in the United States, and second 
in the world, with over 18 million pas­
sengers a year, according to the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 
Yet, the airport is economically stag­
nant. Despite small expansions in the 
past 10 years, there is no longer room 
for major renovations or the addition of 
vital runways and passenger terminals. 
KSAN has essentially reached its maxi­
mum growth potential with its current 
facilities. Given this dilemma, the San 
Diego County Regional Airport Author­
ity has been debating expansion, or relo­
cation, for numerous years. This month, 
the Ad Hoc Regional Policy Committee 
finally released its recommendations for 
the development of Lindbergh over the 
next 20 to 30 years. 
The current suggestion reorganizes 
current facilities to the north side of 
Lindbergh Field, near the Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot. Check-in and baggage 
operations, as well as parking, would be 
relocated towards Pacific Highway, al­
lowing for expansive public transporta­
tion, including trolley service, as well as 
direct access to Interstate 5. Currently, 
mass transit is restricted to bus service, 
and traffic along Harbor Drive is near-
ing capacity. Such plans would require 
the building of new terminals and gates, 
as well as the demolition of current 
structures. Alternative versions of the 
current plan propose the construction of 
subways connecting current gates, with 
new passenger facilities along the north 
side of the field. 
Unfortunately, the newly released 
plan is sorely lacking. First and fore­
most, none of the current plans include 
the construction of additional runways. 
The fact that a single runway services 
San Diego, one of the largest cities 
in the United States, is embarrassing. 
With construction costs estimated be­
tween $5 and $11 billion, any reno­
vation, devoid of a new runway, to an 
airport already at capacity, is ludicrous. 
No new runway means not worth it. 
Secondly, there would seem to be 
little benefit to moving services to the 
north end of the field. Such a relocation, 
though it will make it easier to provide 
rail service for passengers, would re­
quire massive redevelopment of the 
Interstate and surrounding streets. Ul­
timately, the city should focus on the 
relocation of current facilities to a new 
airport site. If San Diego wants a world 
class airport fitting to a major metro­
politan area, then it needs enough room 
to install another runway. 
Options are limited, and their vi­
ability hotly contested, but investing 
in Lindbergh will be to no avail. Of 
course, there is always the option to do 
nothing and be content with our cur­
rent airport and its economic output. 
Better yet, the taxpayers of San Diego 
could pay for another year long study 
to provide another round of useless 
recommendations that any inventive 
teenager with a talent for architecture 
could provide for free. 
Mexican drug wars need more than money to resolve 
ANDRES BARRAZA 
STAFF WRITER 
The Trans-Border Institute held a 
discussion panel last Thursday to ad­
dress the war taking place in Mexico's 
narco hot-beds. The expert panel, com­
prised of Los Angeles Times journal­
ists, Mexican Government advisors 
and Ex-Secretary of Public Safety for 
the city of Tijuana, Alberto Ca-
pella, shed some light on major 
cartels and exactly what kinds 
of unconscionable scenes of 
violence are currently plagu­
ing parts of Mexico. 
Aside from discussing the 
gun battles amongst rival 
cartels, the panel also talked 
about other vicious crimes car­
ried out against any enemy of the drug 
gangs, such as beheadings, acid-baths 
and the rare event of explosives being 
detonated in large crowds. It was made 
clear that the situation in places such as 
Tijuana and Ciudad Juarez is spiral ing 
more out of control every week. 
With more than 7,000 drug-war-re­
lated deaths in Mexico in the past year 
alone, the demand for effective and 
feasible solutions has never been more 
urgent. Capella is no stranger to these 
kinds of atrocious acts, as he himself 
was a victim of the cartel's wrath when 
they opened fire on his Tijuana home 
with automatic weapons for more than 
20 minutes. 
What measures, then, besides the 
current militarization of these hot-beds, 
can be taken to stop, or at least de-
"The political compromises needed 
would never make [an end to the 
violence] a possibility" 
crease such incidents? The panel tossed 
around a few ideas, such as handing out 
harsher sentences to convicted mem­
bers of organized crime (death penalty 
not included), but unfortunately lacked 
the substance the audience was asking 
for. When asked for their opinion on 
possible actions that could be taken, 
most panel members agreed that "the 
political compromises needed would 
never make [an end to the violence] a 
possibility." What the people don't see 
or hear is that the people of Mexico are 
willing to pass formerly unheard-of 
pieces of legislation to get their coun­
try back. 
Through the Merida Pact, the United 
States is giving Mexico more than $4 
billion in aid. But is throwing money at 
the problem the best course of action? 
No, one of the biggest 
issues in this war on the 
cartels is not only their fire 
power, but where the guns 
are coming from. With 
border-states like Arizona 
and Texas having such 
relaxed gun-control laws, 
high-grade weaponry is 
disturbingly available to 
the cartels. In these states, any person 
with a relatively clean record and enugh 
cash can walk out of a gun show with 
crates of assault rifles and ammo. Laws 
must be passed to put a choke-hold on 
the sale of these kinds of weapons, as 
they are the real weapons of mass de­
struction in the streets of Mexico, and 
very soon, the United States. 
The Eye in the Sky 
Maybe it's just my own sick humor, 
but I always have a good guffaw when 
I see a picture of a bearded Taliban 
militant punchin' away on a brand-
new iPhone. Isn't it a paradox? On 
one hand these dudes are advocating 
a romantic return to the Islamic sixth 
century; on the other, they are just as 
enamored as Paris Hilton by the glitter 
of Western technology. 
Kicks aside, it's important that we 
remember that these warriors-turned-
techno-nerds are really not just around 
for our amusement. In fact, these same 
Taliban militants have waged such an 
insurgency that President Obama has 
recently approved sending 17,000 addi­
tional troops to Afghanistan. Say what 
you want about the efficacy of Koranic 
guerrilla warfare, it's been seven years 
since the United States invaded the 
place, and it's still a war zone. 
So let me offer a point of advice to 
the powers-that-be that might improve 
our chances of success in this moun­
tainous region of Central Asia: Stop 
Google Earth from broadcasting crys­
tal-clear pictures of the place! 
Simply put, the real problem with 
Google Earth is that it allows every 
Tom, Dick and Hussein to inspect U.S. 
military bases from anywhere with 
an Internet connection. And while 
Google's satellite may only update its 
pictures of a place like Afghanistan, or 
Pakistan every few months, that is still 
often enough to mount attacks or cause 
a diplomatic fiasco. 
The most recent drama came last 
week when U.S. Sen. Dianne Fein-
stein (D-CA) revealed that American 
unmanned drones are actually being 
launched from a U.S. airbase inside 
Pakistan, not Afghanistan. It was only 
a matter of hours until some random 
browser (perhaps some al-Queda on 
his iPhone) found pictures of our shiny 
drones parked on the runway of an 
American base inside Pakistan. Oops. 
And just to make sure the cake was 
fully iced, The Pakistan Tribune, the 
day after Feinstein's goof, reminded 
the world that "there was no tactical 
agreement or understanding with the 
U.S. to launch drone attacks [from] 
inside Pakistan." Oh, how the Pakistani 
crowds were furious. 
I bring up this incident not because I 
think it's worth inflaming whatever the 
Pakistani population at USD, but rather 
because it's important to realize that 
Google Earth has become a liability. 
And as much as I enjoy the zoom that 
allows me to play "Where's Waldo?" 
and look for Osama's hideout along the 
Afghan-Pakistan border, I'd gladly give 
up my eye-in-the-sky detail if it saved 
the Untied States from the scrutiny of 
militants armed with iPhones. 
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USD parking may 
grow more congested 
RUBIN RESNICK 
STAFF WRITFR 
As the University of San 
Diego celebrates its 60th anni­
versary with the opening of the 
Student Life Pavilion next fall, 
one cannot help but be optimis­
tic about the new face of student 
life on this campus. However, 
there is another issue that poses 
a consistent problem for many 
students that may cloud this op­
timism: parking. 
The opening of the SLP will 
center the focus of student and 
visitor attention onto the main 
entrance area of campus and will 
most likely result in an increase 
of pedestrian and automobile 
traffic. As of fall of 2008, USD 
has claimed just over 5,000 un­
dergraduate students along with 
a population of 2,700 graduate 
and law students for a total of 
around 7,800 students. Now, 
while not all students own a car, 
it often feels that way. 
In anticipation for incoming 
classes, there should be discus­
sion of how to alleviate the 
growing parking problem. Just to 
prove a point, I decided to count 
the number of parking spaces 
available. I started in the Vistas 
apartaments and lost count at 
around 900 when I was in the 
middle of the Mission Parking 
Structure. I'm not a math major 
but a quick estimation of the 
number of parking spaces on 
campus leads me to believe that 
there is not enough space for 
everyone to have a parking spot 
for his/her car at the same time. 
Even on a mildly busy day, it is 
not uncommon to see a student 
risk parking illegally in order to 
attend class on time because of 
the lack of available spaces. 
It would be easy to say that 
there should be an additional 
parking garage or auxiliary lot 
built somewhere near the school 
to handle such a demand. In this 
scenario, I can envision a park­
ing structure being constructed 
in the valley near Manchester 
Village or extending into the 
abandoned lot next to the West 
Parking Structure. But this is 
an unreasonable expectation if 
only because there has been no 
consensus on such a subject nor 
visible plans anywhere for such 
an expansion like there have 
been for the SLP. 
Further complicating the 
issue are the multiple business 
associations and groups who 
have events scheduled at the IPJ 
and other buildings that reserve 
parking close to the buildings. 
Not only do these people add 
to the parking strain, but they 
also have priority in spots lo­
cated right next to buildings. If 
anything, these people should 
be relegated to the West Parking 
Structure and forced to ride the 
tram along with the rest of the 
population. 
While it may not be a popular 
option, I think that in order to 
help the flow of cars along the 
main street on campus, there 
should be parking meters placed 
at every spot and should last, 
at maximum, the duration of a 
typical class period. This would 
allow for more people to have 
the chance to park in the most 
desired spots and serve as a good 
option for those who need just 
a temporary solution. It would 
also reduce the number of cars 
that park in these spots all day 
and don't move. The money 
could be used by Associated 
Students to help pay for a cause 
to benefit all students. 
Maybe over time, in the alter­
nate reality just described, A.S. 
could use its newfound meter 
money to champion a campaign 
centered on parking at USD. For 
now I'm relegated to the routine 
of pointing out the obvious in 
an undergraduate school news­
paper. Maybe they'll even try 
to reduce the fine on the ridicu­
lously overpriced parking tick­
ets at this school too, but that's 
another battle for another day. 
RYAN PLOURDEYTHE VISTA 
Limited spots for commuter students prove to be a long-term 
problem. 
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Cal Grant cuts may add hurdles for students 
The University of San 
Diego has been labeled 
by many as school of the 
rich, a college of the privi­
leged, and some have even 
called it the "University of 
Spoiled Daughters;" how 
original. Yet skeptics may 
be surprised to find that, 
according to the Deptart-
ment of Financial Aid, in 
the fall of 2007, 68 percent 
of undergraduate students 
received some form of fi­
nancial aid totaling more 
than $90 million. 
This aid is granted in 
the form of scholarships, 
grants, part-time employ­
ment and loans. Spring 
time is once again upon 
us and for that 68 percent 
of students it means one 
thing; it is once again time 
to apply for financial aid. 
The deadline to submit 
FAFSA applications is 
March 2 this year, and the 
Deptartment of Financial 
Aid, in their newsletter, 
makes a special note that 
for Cal Grant applicants 
this deadline is an abso­
lute, not a priority, one. For 
those who are unaware, 
the Cal Grant is the state's 
main form of financial aid 
for college students. 
However, the Los An­
geles Times reported, on 
Jan. 13, that Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger had 
proposed major cuts in 
the Cal Grant fund to be 
implemented next year. The 
Cal Grant fund currently sits 
at $880 million. In Schwar­
zenegger's plan, 10 percent 
of that fund, or $87.5 million, 
would be cut. 
Now, in terms of directly 
affecting the USD commu­
nity consider this, in 2007-08 
more than 474 USD students 
received Cal Grants totaling 
$9,708. Additionally, some 
students received a $1,551 
grant for other college costs. 
Also, remember that this 
number does not include the 
current freshman class, which 
was one of the largest in school 
history. So these 400 plus stu­
dents, who rely on Cal Grant 
money to pay for tuition, are 
faced with the dilemma of 
possibly having their financial 
aid cut in the next few years. 
According to the Los Ange­
les Times, the most significant 
impact of this proposed cut 
would be the state's "aban­
doning of its commitment to 
cover any rise in tuition for 
grant recipients." In layman's 
terms, the state grants will no 
longer increase in accordance 
to tuition increase for grant 
recipients. 
This cut may seem min-
iscule, only cutting grant 
increases based on tuition in­
creases, but USD alone has in­
creased tuition from $28,980 
in 2005 to $34,264 in 2008. 
Under Schwarzenegger's new 
cuts, students' Cal Grants 
would not cover this $5,000 
increase in tuition. 
Extending beyond USD, 
the UC and Cal State sys­
tems have both revealed 
that they are implementing 
10 percent fee increases in 
responses to the yawning 
budget gap. These increases 
will, under the new cuts, no 
longer be covered by Cal 
Grants. 
With a $42 billion deficit 
facing California it is un­
derstandable that Schwar­
zenegger needs to make 
budget cuts somewhere. 
What is disappointing is that 
he has chosen education to 
begin his cuts. Around the 
country, CEOs and corpo­
rate executives are getting 
bailouts while here in Cali­
fornia college students are 
having the money that pays 
for their education cut; it's 
a sad truth. 
As for USD, President, 
Dr. Mary Lyons, has re­
leased this statement, "As 
some of you likely know, 
the State continues to dis­
cuss cuts in Cal Grant fund­
ing for next year. For those 
students who rely on this 
funding as a part of their 
financial aid package, our 
Office of Financial Aid will 
strive to mitigate any impact 
of possible reductions in 
this State program." 
If these cuts are indeed 
implemented the next few 
years may prove trying for 
California students. 
DO YOU HAVE AN 0PIN0N? 
- The Vista encourages letters to the editor and commentary from 
students, faculty, staff, administration and community members. 
- Letters to the editor and commentaries should be limited to 300 
words, must include writer's name and phone number (for verification) 
and are subject to editing for length and clarity. Please include your 
year in school. The Vista does not publish anonymous letters, letters 
that are addressed to a third party or letters that are in poor taste. 
- Letters and commentaries should be sent to letters@usdvista.com 
and will go directly to the Editor in Chief and the Opinion Editor. 
Correction: 
The editorial published last week incorrectly stated that a student received a written citation 
for a homophobic statement. The citation was forwarded to the Office of the Assistant Dean of 
Students for adjudication. 




Hillary Clinton's first trip 
as secretary of state came to 
a close Sunday evening, but 
has managed to leave a last­
ing impression on U.S. politics 
and international relations. The 
tour through Asia represented a 
much-needed break from politi­
cal norms, as Clinton became 
the first secretary of state to visit 
a continent other than Europe 
in the first trip of a new admin­
istration. The tour consisted 
of four stops throughout Asia 
including Japan, Indonesia, 
South Korea and China. The 
decision to break from the dip­
lomatic tradition of a European 
tour could not have come at a 
better time. The United State's 
international clout and respect 
has plummeted throughout the 
previous administration, and 
the trip represents an effort to 
reassure the world that a sense 
of ethnocentrism does not con­
trol our nation's politics. 
Issues such as North Korea's 
threats toward South Korea 
and their growing nuclear pro­
gram, the world's struggling 
economy, and global warming 
were discussed upon in each 
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first visit overseas proves successful 
country throughout her tour. 
Clinton introduoed building 
a "united-front" to deal with 
the dispute between North and 
South Korea, and she reassured 
the South Korean citizens of 
America's commitment to their 
safety. 
Clinton also emphasized our 
alliances and appreciation of 
each nation's government and 
citizens in a way that no other 
secretary of state has done in 
the past, stating Friday, "I see 
our job right now, given where 
we are in the world and what 
we've inherited, as repairing 
relations, not only with govern­
ments but with people." This 
new approach highlights both 
her personal strength as secre­
tary of state, as well as the new 
administration's commitment 
to reaching out to the global 
community. 
Clinton went on to give a 
speech about women's rights, 
and how to balance work and 
family life, to a sold out crowd 
of 3,000 female Korean stu­
dents at a university in Seoul, 
and discussed rebuilding U.S. 
Muslim relations at Tokyo Uni­
versity. This hands-on, interac­
tive approach to diplomacy was 
greatly needed to strengthen 
FLICKR.COM/SSKENNEL 
Clinton made her first international trip to Asia this past week and overall it was a success. 
our image in a continuously 
globalizing world. 
The grand finale of the tour 
was Clinton's final stop in Bei­
jing, China. There was a great 
deal of anticipation for the 
China visit, yet the stop proved 
to be anti-climactic. With U.S. 
- China relations dominating 
much of the global media, I 
expected to see controversial 
topics, such as currency ma­
nipulation and human rights 
infractions, discussed. Un­
fortunately, Clinton sidelined 
these controversies in order to 
discuss what she referred to as 
"more important issues," such 
as the struggling economy and 
global warming. Many human 
rights organizations were upset 
with Clinton's neglect of human 
rights infractions, due to her 
long history of activism. In the 
end Clinton reassured China's 
leaders of America's commit­
ment to Chinese business, and 
our need for cooperation during 
these uneasy economic times. 
Overall the trip was not only 
a successful political endeavor; 
it also proved to be a landmark 
in recent U.S. diplomacy. The 
new administration's attempt to 
extend a welcoming and com-
jnitted hand to our allies in the 
Far East truly demonstrates a 
newfound sense of respect for 
other world cultures. 
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The Faces o 
JULIA CAMPAGNA 
GIJFSTWRITFR 
The University of San Diego's close 
proximity to the Mexico border allows 
students, faculty and staff to actively 
engage in encounters that bring the 
issues surrounding immigration to the 
forefront of student life. 
Sitting at Casa del Migrante in 
Tijuana, Mexico, a mere 15 minutes 
across the border and barely 45 minutes 
from campus, a panel of immigrants sat 
before a group of USD students. 
Each immigrant talked about his or 
her journey, either having recently been 
deported from the United States or of 
plans to make a trek back to the United 
States. 
They talked about the families they 
left behind in Mexico or the ones they 
had left in the United States, the real 
possibility of dying in the desert and 
the frightening thought of being found 
without identification and being labeled 
a "No Identificado," one of the many 
immigrants who die each year trying to 
cross the border. 
There was not a dry eye in the group 
of students listening to them as they 
continued to discuss financial difficul­
ties like not being able to put food on 
the table or provide and support their 
families. 
The panel also spoke of the United 
States as a land of possibilities. For 
them, it is not a land of gold-paved 
streets, high wages and health insurance 
policies, but a land of back-breaking 
labor, blistering sun and difficult living 
situations. It is a land, where once im­
migrants arrive, they are assured a job 
that allows them to send money back to 
their families so that their children can 
eat. 
That is why so many immigrants con­
tinue to cross the border, risking their 
lives to get into the United States. They 
continue to cross because of that hope. 
The issue of immigration frequently 
becomes about numbers. It is easy to 
get caught up with statistics, having 
them run together and forgetting that 
each number is a mother, father, sister 
or brother. 
At USD students have the opportunity 
to understand the issue from both sides 
of the border. It allows us to understand 
immigration as a human concern and a 
complex problem that needs attention. 
Immigration begins in a poorly devel­
oped country and expands to encompass 
taxes, education, medicine, employment 
rates and more. 
There are no simple answers. 
ASHLEY HARRINGTON 
GUFST WRITFR 
Immigration has been fluctuating in 
and out of public focus since the found­
ing of our country. During the 19th cen­
tury waves of Irish, Polish and Chinese 
immigrants came through Ellis Island. 
Today, three thousand miles away from 
USD there is a new, illicit point of entry, 
the desert between San Diego and El 
Paso, Texas. 
The non-partisan Pew Hispanic 
Center estimates the population of un­
documented immigrants to be approxi­
mately 500,000 annually, with the total 
number of undocumented immigrants 
living in the United States at 11.9 million 
in 2008. The demographics of undocu­
mented populations are very difficult to 
gather exact data on. However, the Pew 
Center estimates that about 31 percent 
or 11 million of all foreign-born people 
in the United States, legal or otherwise, 
are Mexican. It is primarily the increas­
ing Latino population that has brought 
immigration into America's focus. 
Many local governments have pushed 
legislation designed to dispel undocu­
mented immigrants. In 2006 the issue 
gained national attention as Congress 
debated immigration, but failed to pass 
new legislation for a lack of constitu­
ency. 
Through the Trans-Border Institute 
I spent a month last summer study­
ing border issues at the Universidad 
Iberoamericana and subsequently spent 
two months performing community ser­
vice while living with the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Orange in eastern Tijuana. 
At USD, the Romero Center travels 
monthly to Tijuana to perform com­
munity service with varying host sites. 
USD also has connections with the or­
phanage La Gloria and Dorcas House, 
a temporary shelter for children whose 
parents are incarcerated. This year, 
the Romero Center has focused on the 
community of La Morita. Over the last 
few years, a group of priests have built 
a large community center, health clinic 
and a network of 14 churches in the 
surrounding area. This past summer, I 
taught English to three classes of chil­
dren and adults and had the chance to 
travel around the neighborhood, hearing 
and seeing the problems that affect the 
community. 
Last semester we engaged in a variety 
of recycling and cleanup projects initi­
ated by a local priest, Father Nicholas, 
in an effort to encourage the local popu­
lation to recycle and clean up public 
areas, such as the local soccer field that 
was littered with trash. 
The Romero Center's efforts to 
promote awareness and service in Ti­
juana include the annual Tijuana Spring 
Breakthrough where students spend five 
days in Tijuana, engaging in a variety 
of service and educational experiences. 
Trips to the border fence between the 
United States and Mexico serve as a 
reminder to students that our laws have 
human impact. The crosses memorial­
izing those who have perished crossing 
the border are particularly touching. 
The experience forces students to ask 
difficult questions and engage in deeper 
thinking about both justice and our re­
lationship to our often invisible neigh­
bors, some of whom are merely half an 
hour away. 
The Romero Center promotes immi­
gration and justice through its activities 
and by encouraging students interested 
in these topics to attend the variety of 
seminars put on by the Joan B. Kroc 
Institute for Peace and Justice and the 
TBI. 
On an academic level, the TBI ex­
plores the border region at large, focus­
ing on four key areas: economic devel­
opment and quality of life, education-
and community development, law and 
security, and religion and spirituality. 
The TBI not only studies these issues, 
but funds grant proposals for faculty 
and student research along the border 
and student activities such as Migrant 
Outreach in which USD students travel 
each Sunday to North County to teach 
English to migrants. 
Last Thursday, the TBI and Los 
Angeles Times hosted a forum titled 
"Mexico Under Siege" bringing to light 
the increasingly violent drug war. Re­
porters and academics who study issues 
surrounding economic development and 
rule of law shared their insights. The 
presentation focused on the drug car­
tel's history along the border, the effects 
of drug cartel shake ups and 
government intervention, 
and the policy initiatives 
moving forward. Don Bar-
tletti, longtime photojournal-
ist of the Los Angeles Times, 
narrated a slideshow of his 
work, highlighting the grue­
some effects of drug killings 
along the border. For one of 
the photos, he explained that 
children on recess came to a 
house where there had been 
a shootout and took pictures 
on their cell phones to show 
their schoolmates. This em­
phasized that immigration 
affects every single person, 
even children. 
The forum also discussed 
the Meridia Initiative, in which the 
United States would give assistance to 
Mexico in fighting drug cartels. Jorge 
Chabat, of the Centro de Investigation 
y Docencia Economicas in Mexico City 
believes that both drug legalization and 
governmental tolerance of drug cartels 
would not solve Mexico's siege. Pan­
elists offered a range of ideas, from 
strengthening the rule of law to drug 
treatment advocacy. 
Audience members commented on 
the drug consumption problem in the 
United States and Mexico and asked 
about reform targeted at reducing 
demand. The drug war has increased 
other forms of crime including kid­
nappings. The TBI's leadership in this 
study serves both sides of the border 
and USD, even as the United States 
is increasingly affected and dedicated 
to the reduction of this crime. Alberto 
Capella, Ex-Secretario, Secretaria de 
Seguridad Publica in Tijuana expressed 
that American visitors are welcome in 
Tijuana and had not been targeted in 
drug crime during his tenure in public 
safety last year. The State Department 
has issued a Travel Alert for Mexico, 
but at this time USD is still traveling to 
Tijuana. 
USD is committed to both the study 
of border issues, as well as direct service 
and advocacy. Many of the people we 
serve in the communities have migrated 
from southern Mexico to seek economic 
opportunity across the border. I encour­
age students to take a day and put faces 
to the often abstract concepts and expe­
rience the community firsthand. 
LEFT TO RIGHT: GEOFFREY MOHAN OF THE LOS 
ANGELES TIMES, DR. DAVID SHIRK OF THE TRANS 
BORDER INSTITUTE, VARIOUS PANELISTS OF 
"MEXICO UNDER SIEGE," THE CASA SAN EUGENI0 
DENTAL PROJECT, MALE DENTAL PATIENT, ANNA 
CEARLY OF THE TRANS BORDER INSTITUTE, USD 
DENTAL CLUB STUDENTS IN TIJUANA, VARIOUS 
PANELISTS OF "MEXICO UNDER SIEGE." 
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THE OSCARS 
im LIN PERRY, A&C EDITOR 
The 81st Annual Academy 
Awards took place Sunday eve­
ning and I was wonderfully 
pleased with most of the win­
ners. 
Now, don't hate me because 
I'm saying this, but I think 
"The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button" should have won Best 
Picture. I'm not saying "Slum-
dog" is bad, not at all. But when 
you were watching that movie, 
were you lost in the story? Or 
were you thinking about how 
they shot this crazy scene or that 
crazy scene? 
When I see a movie, I 
wanna get lost in it. I'd like to 
forget that it's not real and full-
heartedly believe in the story. 
"Benjamin Button" definitely 
did this. The way the film was 
made was flawless. The acting 
was flawless, the makeup was 
flawless and the special effects 
were flawless. This movie was 
near perfect. 
I ' m  r e a l l y  h a p p y  t h a t  " S l u m -
dog" won the Best Score award 
though because the music is 
what made the movie, but "Ben­
jamin Button" did everything a 
movie should do and more. 
Besides the Best Picture 
mix up, I thought the show 
was fantastic. The montage for 
Best Picture was seamless and 
the way the awards for Best 
Actress/Supporting Actress and 
Best Actor/Supporting Actor 
were presented was classy and 
unique, and it gave the actors 
their due praise. 
The only terrible part about 
the Oscars was the idiotic and 
ignorant protest that took place 
nearby. They had signs saying 
"God Hates Obama" and "Heath 
in Hell," as well as other signs 
directed toward the gay and les­
bian community in Los Angeles, 
as seen in a picture on LAist. 
com. I'm thankful to Sean Penn 
for saying in his speech, "I think 
that it is a good time for those 
who voted for the ban against 
gay marriage to sit and reflect 
and anticipate their great shame 
and the shame in their grand­
children's eyes if they continue 
that way of support." 
No matter how you voted, the 
types of people holding up the 
aforementioned signs are what 
are giving your opinion a bad 
rep, and what nearly ruined the 
Oscars. But thanks to "WalhE's" 
win, the Oscars stayed afloat. 
February Album Writing Month: F.A.W.M. 
JUSTINE MARZONI 
STAFF WRITFR 
February, the shortest month 
of the year, is most commonly 
associated with St. Valentine's 
Day, Black History Month and 
Leap Day; however, with the 
help of the growing popular­
ity of Fawm.org, February will 
also be known as Album Writ­
ing Month. 
February Album Writ­
ing Month, or FAWM, 
is an annual month long 
event that challenges] 
songwriters to compose 
fourteen songs within 
the 28 days of February. 
The tradition of FAWM 
was created by Madison, 
Wis. based singer/song­
writer, Burr Settles. He 
was inspired after taking 
part in the Novel Writ­
ing Month program, in 
which participants each 
produced a 50,000 word 
novel in 30 days. Settles 
was enthused by the 
concept of putting a tight time 
constriction on a creative pro­
cess and decided to translate 
the challenge to song writing. 
In 2004, Settles and three of 
his friends participated in the 
first FAWM challenge. Be­
cause Settles didn't live near 
his fellow songwriters, the 
group used an online forum to 
track their progress throughout 
the month. By the end of the 
month, the four "fawmers" had 
met and surpassed their outra­
geous goal of 14 songs each. 
Because of numerous requests 
from people who had stumbled 
upon the FAWM 2004 archive, 
Fawm.org was set up in 2005, 
and the challenge was opened 
to the public. 
Although the thought of 
such an ambitious challenge 
would put many songwriters 
into a tizzy, FAWM has con­
tinued to consistently attract 
more and more followers each 
year. In its sixth annual event, 
the FAWM 2009 challenge has 
2,395 participants and by the 
end of the month they will have 
produced upwards of 5,000 
tian" to "Murder-ballad" can 
be found on Fawm.org, and 
participants are of all differ­
ent ages, experience level,and 
nationality. The numerous 
forums offered by the website 
allow songwriters of all walks 
of life to discuss every aspect 
of their FAWM experience. 
For fawmers such as Jona­
than Huffman, the motivation 
to continue creating music 
comes from other musicians. 
F  A W M  
O R G  
original songs. Although few 
actually complete the task of 
writing a song every other day 
for a month, many come back 
to participate each year and 
they bring their friends with 
them. One of the biggest rea­
sons for this is because of the 
positive and diverse musical 
community that Fawm.org has 
been able to create. 
Fawm.org allows their mem­
bers to post their own original 
songs and access music made 
by their fellow fawmers. When 
a new song is posted, it is avail­
able for others to comment on, 
critique and give praise to. All 
genres of music from "Chris-
"It's when people see your first 
song and they like it and start 
following you...The positive 
response is what motivates 
me. The time crunch does help 
too." Since there is no prize 
for completing the 14 songs 
in 28 days and there is no way 
to guard against cheating, the 
people who participate are in it 
for the artistic adrenaline rush. 
"Right now I have eight out 
of 14 songs," acknowledged 
Jonathan. "I had a dream last 
night that I was at 10, but it's 
not true." 
Although some take the 
challenge very seriously, many 
are just in it to say that they 
tried, or to simply get the cre­
ative juices flowing. Almost 
any songwriter could attest to 
the fact that the new song every 
other day pace is ludicrous and 
a quality song every other day 
is just impossible. That is why 
the point of FAWM is to simply 
encourage songwriters to dedi­
cate time to compose music. 
Creating masterpieces is not 
the immediate goal. Fawm.org 
allows musical growth because 
it encourages songwriters to 
see other people's weaknesses 
and to air and learn from their 
own mistakes. 
As the end to this year's 
FAWM challenge draws near, 
many participants are finishing 
up their 14 songs, and many are 
still beginning. 
"Last year at this point I 
had written 10 songs. This 
year I have written one song," 
fawmer Evin Wolverton said. 
For me, February was song 
writing month." 
Although he may not have 
produced as many songs this 
year as he did last, Evin defi­
nitely enjoyed his second year 
participating in FAWM and 
had some words of wisdom for 
anyone who would like to take 
on the challenge in Februarys to 
come: "Hide a pen in the pocket 
of every jacket you own. Keep 
an inscribable on your person 
at all times. If feasible, get a 
portable voice recorder and ag­
gressively befriend it." 
Whether or not one may 
be a professional musician, a 
mediocre lyricist or someone 
who just enjoys a catching 
tune, Fawm.org is an interest­
ing website and can be enjoyed 
by all. 
Museum Monthly: Aerospace Museum in Balboa Park 
CHELSEA ROBINSON 
GIJFST WRITFR 
I ' m  s u r e  b y  n o w  y o u  h a v e  
heard of a guy named Leonardo 
da Vinci. He painted the "Mona 
Lisa" and "The Last Supper," 
and gained popularity when 
Dan Brown published "The Da 
Vinci Code." He's kind of a big 
deal. But did you also know 
that Leonardo da Vinci invented 
some crazy things too? 
I had the opportunity to 
visit the Aerospace Museum in 
Balboa Park and its exhibit, "The 
Da Vinci Experience," now on 
display. The museum recreated 
da Vinci's sketches and brought 
the mechanics, which were way 
ahead of his time, to life. 
Da Vinci came up with the 
idea for a movable bridge, the 
parachute, the catapult and the 
tank, among other modem day 
items. Each invention is a min­
iature with a Da Vinci sketch 
beside it, in his odd, upside 
-down, backwards handwriting. 
(I bet he surprised a few girls 
when he gave out his number). 
Apparently he also exca­
vated fossils in his time and 
discovered that the Alps were 
once submerged under water, 
which was not finalized until 
the 1950s. 
I then came upon a giant 
screw on its side. The Archi­
medes screw is a device used to 
crank water from a lower level 
to a higher level. 
The most interesting inven­
tions were the war wagon and 




w a g o n  
was a 
w e a p o n  
with four 







to go down streets and to take 
down everyone and everything 
in its path. Then there was the 
circle of mirrors, which was a 
15th century hall of mirrors. 
People must have thought Da 
Vinci was a total circus freak 
d u r i n g  
his time, but his drawings were 
both practical and logical. The 
Da Vinci experience will incite 
your imagination and will leave 
you with inspiration for your 
own machine of death. The ex­
hibit runs through Jan. 3,2010. 
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Almost four years after their 
sophomore album, "You Could 
Have It So Much Better," Scot­
tish rock band Franz Ferdinand 
released their third album, "To­
night: Franz Ferdinand." 
After releasing two albums 
within a period of a year and a 
half, I'm assuming there was a 
long hiatus where they tried to 
figure out how to get another 
song into Guitar Hero (the first 
being their hit single "Take Me 
Out"). The album undoubtedly 
sounds like Franz Ferdinand 
of days past, but there's a dis­
tinct change in their style. In 
various interviews, the band has 
explained that the theme of the 
album is supposed to resemble 
a night out. This late-night 
theme is shared by both the mu­
sical style and the album cover, 
which features a fake crime 
scene photo. 
The album undoubtedly 
sounds like something you'd 
hear at a modem speakeasy if 
alcohol was banned. With a 
darker, almost sketchier vibe, 
the album explores some elec­
tronic elements while sticking to 
their original and unmistakable 
style. The album's emotions 
head up and down as the track 
"What She Came For" almost 
gets angry near the end before 
heading into the melancholy 
yet upbeat "Live Alone." The 
track "Dream Again" sounds, 
well, dreamy. The album plays 
more like an ongoing story 
throughout its tracks, with the 
connection between the tracks 
being the story itself and not 
so much the musical style. If 
you don't believe me, listen to 
"Dream Again" and then listen 
to "Katherine Kiss Me" and tell 
me if you think they sound like 
they're from the same album. 
"Tonight: Franz Ferdinand" 
is a valiant third effort by Franz 
Ferdinand, and it seems like it 
will bridge the gap to a riskier 
fourth album in the future. Al­
though it may not achieve the 
commercial success of their first 
two albums, it is a great "dance-
y" album and one I heartily rec­
ommend. I promise it will make 
you feel like you're in a shady 
speakeasy. 
Stagecoach unites country fans in Indio this April 
"Indio's dusty parking lots will be lined with RVs, 
littered with beer cans and replete with cowboy hats" 
AVERY DURNAN 
.STAFF WRITFR 
Country music controls a 
small, yet vibrant, college fan 
base in Southern California. 
Nevertheless, USD's own 
band of country enthusiasts 
are thrilled by the imminent 
prospect of Stagecoach, coun­
try's premier music festival. 
Hosted in nearby Indio, Calif, a 
mere week after Coachella, the 
venue is conveniently located 
and possibly even familiar to 
past festival veterans. And at 
only $99 per pass, Stagecoach 
is both an affordable and value 
packed weekend of country 
concerting, and for those feel­
ing the sting of the economic 
crunch, lay away options are 
available. 
Spread out over two days, 
Stagecoach 2009 will take 
place on the weekend of April 
25 - 26. From Friday evening 
till Monday morning, Indio's 
dusty parking lots will be lined 
with RVs, littered with beer 
cans and replete with cowboy 
hats. 
Though it appears to be con­
ceptualized in the same vein 
as Coachella, Bonnaroo and 
Lollapalooza, Stagecoach is 
unique in featuring exclusively 
country music; no rock, no rap, 
just straight country and blues. 
Its country nature is reflected in 
both the activities offered such 
as a very serious BBQ com­
petition and in sponsors CMT, 
Budweiser and Boot Barn. 
Based on the principals of 
listening to music, partying and 
sleeping under the stars, Stage­
coach hopes to attract around 
120,00 fans. In its third year as 
a festival, it looks as if Stage­
coach is still getting acquainted 
with the festival scene, having 
never sold out a show, despite 
both 2007 and 2008's huge in­
dustry headliners. 
A major change the festi­
val's organizers are making 
this year is a big addition to the 
RV parking, because the 4,000 
spots allocated last year proved 
to be insufficient. For those 
who prefer traditional tented 
camping, camping permits will 
also be available. 
This year's main headliners 
are Brad Paisley and Kenny 
Chesney, playing on Saturday 
and Sunday respectively. Both 
artists are Southern, bom and 
raised, but have played highly 
successful tours which have 
sold out throughout California. 
Considering both singers are 
known for their die-hard, beer-
drinking masses of fans, their 
sets both promise to be nothing 
short of rowdy. 
Paisley and Chesney's sets 
will be flanked by household 
names such as Reba, Little Big 
Town, Miranda Lambert and 
newly minted country artist, 
Kid Rock. There is another 20 
or so artists rounding out the 
weekend lineup, of comparable 
talent but lesser known. 
Stagecoach remains the only 
entirely country festival on the 
West Coast, making it a mag­
netic attraction for country fans 
all over California. If you're 
a student looking for more 
country for your cash, consider 
Stagecoach; with several weeks 
until the festival kicks off, you 







"The Secrets" is set in the 
Jewish holy city of Safed, 
Israel. The film is mostly in 
Hebrew with a bit of French 
and follows Naomi, played 
by actress Ania Bukstein, a 
very studious and stoic young 
woman whose quest for reli­
gious knowledge is seemingly 
insatiable. 
In the society she lives in, 
a woman's role is to get mar­
ried and bear children. Women 
are not allowed to become 
prominent religious figures or 
participate in many of the holy 
ceremonies that men can. This 
does not hinder Naomi's quest 
for knowledge. She delays her 
marriage for one year against 
the wishes of her family and 
friends, to study at an all 
women seminary in Safed. 
There she meets the free spir­
ited upper-class brat, Michelle, 
played by Michal Shtamler. 
Michelle and Naomi become 
friends while caring for a dis­
traught and very sick woman 
looking for redemption before 
she dies. Michelle convinces 
Naomi to break all of soci­
ety's rules to help the woman. 
Naomi begins to research 
topics forbidden to women in 
order to help the ailing woman. 
Trouble ensues as Naomi finds 
herself being pulled into men's 
studies and her relationship 
with Michelle takes a surpris­
ing turn. 
Even though I could only 
read the subtitles, the fantastic 
acting swept me up into the 
story line. I empathized with 
Naomi's struggle and watched 
her grow into a brave woman. 
I appreciated Michelle's in­
sistence of breaking all of the 
rules, and I hoped that Naomi 
was able to bring the sick 
woman redemption when no 
one else would. 
What is your favorite movie you have recently seen? 
The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button 
Forgetting Sarah 
Marshall 
Erick Leinenweber '09 
Business Major 
Eric Oblander '11 
Undeclared 
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Ail tickets subject to applicable service charges. 
REBA • KID ROC1 
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AnnaLynne McCord is "Fired Up" for her new cheer comedy flick 
MARISSA WINKLER 
ART DIRFCTOR 
I am probably not the only 
person who thinks that the 
world does not need more 
movies about high school 
cheerleaders. It was with this 
assumption that I was pleasant­
ly surprised by the new movie, 
"Fired Up!" 
Unlike the typical cheer­
leader flicks, the plot centers on 
two womanizing football play­
ers, Nick Brady, played by Eric 
Christian Olsen, and Shawn 
Colfax, played by Nicholas 
D'Agosto, who decide to spend 
the summer at cheer camp, as 
they have already gone through 
all the girls in their high school. 
After all, they signed up for 
football just for the title rather 
than the love of the game, and 
they weren't exactly stressed 
about missing football camp, 
as portrayed in the scene in 
which they pitched an elabo­
rate excuse involving adoption 
and kidney transplants. 
Loosely based on a story 
from two of the producers' 
lives, "Fired Up!" is less corny 
and more filled with deadpan 
humor than the movie's peers. 
The plot is pretty conven­
tional in the general, but the 
random antics and hilarious 
shenanigans make the predict­
ability forgettable. 
The writers lovingly poke 
fun at other teen movies, with 
one memorable scene in which 
the whole cheer camp sits in 
front of a giant projector screen 
with "Bring It On!" playing, 
everyone chanting the script 
line by line. 
The movie's stunts also 
rival those in most cheerleader 
movies (though, I have to say, 
I'm not an expert) with one 
move titled "The Fountain of 
Troy." According to the lead 
cheer camp counselor, played 
by John Michael Higgins from 
"Arrested Development" and 
"Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox 
Story," the move was strictly 
"prohibido," as of course all 
super-serious things are said in 
Spanish. 
AnnaLynne McCord, who 
plays Gwyneth, the head-
cheerleader-nemesis of Nick 
and Shawn's team, said that 
the movie "in its own right, 
might be pioneering, but I 
think that there has definitely 
been a couple of guys who 
thought 'Hey, 300 girls who 
are out there in little tiny mini 
skirts. Let's go and be a part of 
that.'" 
The plan for Nick and 
Shawn, however, does not in­
volve actually competing in the 
final cheer-off, leaving a week 
before just in time to make it 
to a week of a football house 
party. You can probably guess 
how it ends, but I won't give it 
away. All I'll say is that there 
is a lot more personal growth 
in Nick and Shawn than I ex­
pected. Even the love-story 
subplot is buyable. 
Head cheerleader Carly's 
pre-med college boyfriend, 
who refers to himself as Dr. 
Rick (because, he says, why 
delay the inevitable?), is such 
the perfect mix of sleaziness 
and hilarity that you desperate­
ly want him to fail while still 
hoping to see him again. 
I'd have to say that my 
opinion of the movie overall 
was somewhat of the same. I'd 
see it again just to soak up all 
the quotes I can while dread­
ing it the whole time. As Nick 
says, "You gotta risk it for the 
biscuit!" I don't know what it 
means, but I like it. 
AnnaLynne McCord (above center) chatted with The Vista about her 
new film, "Fired Up!," in which two high school guys played by Eric 
Christian Olsen (below left) and Nicholas D'Agosto (below right) go 
to cheer camp to hook up with all the girls. 
ALLIED ADVERTISING 
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDENTS 
Scholarships recognize: 
Campus involvement impacting future 
USD students 
Exceptional service to the University or the 
Community 
Current SENIORS, juniors, sophomores, 
freshman and graduate students 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
Your Alumni Association 
invites you to apply for 
scholarships at: 
alumni.sandiego. edu 
Deadline: Friday 3/27 
Cuz we are all TOREROS!!! 
Z D !  
I 
zpizza Winter Specials 
•All day Monday Study Break: 20% 
off all orders wAJSD ID (excluding 
delivery) 
•All day Tuesday BOGO: Buy one 
large or XL, get one free 
zpizza Menu Updates 
•All pizza crust now exclusively 
100%certified organic wheat 
*y2 sandwich & % salad w/bev. 
special served all day long 
•Gluten free crust now available for 
all small pizzas (extra charge) 
zpizza Linda Vista/USD 
Located in The Village at Morena Vista 
5175 Linda Vista Road, Suite 106 
San Diego, CA92110 
(619) 272-0022 
Online ordering at www.zoizza.com 
Sunday- Thursday: 11:00a.m. to 9:00p.m. 
Friday-Saturday: 11:00a.m. to 10:00p.m. 
Delivery available all day 
We provide catering and fundraising events 
for USD student organizations 
USD CampusCash Accepted 
Sponsored by the USD Alumni Association 
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Eat for cheap at South Beach Bar and Grill 







Since childhood we have 
been told that breakfast is the 
most important meal of the day. 
But in all honesty, breakfast 
food is as plain and boring as 
grits. So in search of the per­
fect breakfast, I was lead right 
up the street and further up 
the boardwalk to find the best 
breakfast spots in San Diego. 
Luckily, they are both within 
a short drive of USD and offer 
some of the most delicious 
breakfasts in San Diego. 
The first breakfast spot is a 
USD hangout on weekends. 
The wait may be cause for con­
cern but once you are seated in 
The Mission, it will be worth 
the wait. Located on Mission 
Boulevard, The Mission serves 
a vast array of breakfast and 
lunch food that will surely sat­
isfy the hungriest of the hungry. 
Their signature dishes, the 
Mission Favorites, are the most 
popular and will leave you full 
and satisfied. One of the most 
popular dishes is the Mission 
Rosemary, served with grilled 
rosemary bread. 
But if you are searching for 
the best breakfast spot in San 
Diego, look no further because 
Kono's is the place to go, 
weekday or weekend. The line 
almost always wraps around the 
corner, guaranteeing a long and 
daunting wait. But you can't 
go wrong with anything on 
the menu at Kono's. It's fairly 
simple but the food is stellar 
for those willing to brave the 
long line. 
Kono's has been a San Diego 
staple for many years for many 
reasons, one being that it truly 
embodies southern California 
beach culture. It is located at 
the very end of Garnet and has 
a patio that overlooks Crystal 
Pier and the ocean, and the 
welcoming atmosphere makes 
everybody feel at home. 
Kono's Surf Club 
704 Garnet Avenue 
(858)483-1.669 
The Mission 




With the way the economy 
is going, Rachel Ray's dining 
for under $40 a day may not be 
as appealing as it was before. 
So I decided to take on the 
challenge and found a steal of 
a deal at South Beach Bar and 
Grill in Ocean Beach. 
Between the walk from your 
car to South Beach Bar and 
Grill, mentally prepare yourself 
to get a bit aggressive, espe­
cially during happy hour. They 
have adopted Darwin's theory, 
survival of the fittest, and leave 
it to the customers to fend for 
themselves for a table. If luck 
is on your side grab a seat at the 
front window. This is a great 
spot for San Diego's prime 
people watching, plus you get 
the view and sounds of waves 
crashing in the background. If 
those are not available, venture 
into the back where there are 
more hidden seating options. 
You will see multiple walks of 
life that gather at South Beach 
Bar and Grill for friendly, fun 
conversation, which makes it a 
vivacious atmosphere, though 
a bit hard to hear. 
The menu ranges from burg­
ers, sandwiches and seafood to 
various Mexican dishes. But 
may I suggest, as I do believe 
that is my job, go straight for 
the tacos, specifically the sea­
food tacos. They serve up nine 
options from the adventurous 
shark taco to the safe mahi 
taco. 
If seafood is not your thing, 
they also have carne asada, 
chicken and veggie (zucchini). 
All of the tacos are served a la 
carte, but you have the option 
of adding rice and beans if you 
so desire. 
You won't have to break the 
bank here, but make sure you 
always have cash as they do not 
accept credit cards. However, 
they do have an ATM conve­
niently located in the restaurant 
itself. 
I went during happy hour 
in order to capitalize on the 
deals from 3 to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. They have food 
and drink specials and half-off 
appetizers. I chose the mahi 
taco (happy hour price $2.50) 
and the ceviche taco ($3.25). 
The mahi taco was piled high 
with a pinch of cheese, red 
cabbage, salsa fresca, white 
sauce and a squirt of lime for 
the perfect complements to the 
fish. The ceviche taco had a 
sweeter tomato-based sauce on 
top replacing the white sauce. 
It added a different twist to the 
flavor, but was a bit too sweet 
for me. The flavors were great, 
the fish was fresh and I was 
delightfully satisfied 
for under $6. 
I hate to be the 
bearer of bad news 
but you must be 21 
and up in order to 
enter. However, if 
you unfortunately 
do not meet this re­
quirement and you 
are tempted to try 
these treats, you are not out of 
luck. They offer take-out so call 
ahead and place your order. 
Ideally if you have a few 
hours to spare on a Wednesday, 
wander into $outh Beach Bar 
and Grill to take advantage of 
their happy hour deals and then 
stroll down Newport Avenue 
for a gander at the OB farm­
ers market lined with locally 
grown produce, art, flowers 
and music! 
$outh Beach Bar and Grill 
5059 Newport Ave. 
Ocean Beach 
(619) 226-4577 
Open 11 a.m. - 2 a.m. daily 
SAN DIEGO EVENTS CALENDAR 
91X Loudspeaker presents Crash Encore w/ 
Publicists and The New Archaic 
8 p.m. 21+ $8 
Belly Up, 143 Cedros Ave 
bellyup.com 
Iron Works w/ Red Ivy Suspects, Fuzz Huzzi, 
Vacscene 
8 p.m. 21+ $8 
Canes Bar & Grill, 3105 Ocean Front Walk 
canesbarandgrill.com 
Feb 27! 
Fridays in the Valley: Gonzaga Tailqate 
4 - 7 p.m. FREE 
The night before the men's basketball team 
goes up against Gonzaga. Mission's Fitness 
Challenge, fun prizes, free Rec Class, Missions 
Cafe will also be featuring Healthy Happy Hour. 
Sycuan Presents Big Head Todd and the Mon­
sters w/ Joan Jones from Sun 60 
8 p.m. 21+$22.50 -$44.50 
House of Blues, 1055 Fifth Avenue 
hob.com 
True Widow w/ the Drawing Men & Syndicate 
9 p.m. 21+ $5 
The Kensington Club, 4079 Adams Avenue 
eventful.com 
Jon Mclaughlin w/ Blue In The Face, plus guest 
7 p.m. All Ages, $12/Adv 
Soma, 3350 Sports Arena Boulevard 
somasandiego.com 
iff3 
Feb 28 Jj 
Kenny Eng 
9 p.m., FREE 
Aromas Coffeehouse in Maher 
myspace.com/kennyeng 
The English Beat w/ The Lifters 
9 p.m. 21+ $20 
Belly Up, 143 Cedros Ave 
bellyup.com 
Mike Pinto w/ Evil Petting Zoo, Bucket Of Fish, 
Grim Luck, The Mayors Of Sexytown 
7 p.'m. All Ages, $10/Adv 
Soma, 3350 Sports Arena Boulevard 
somasandiego.com 
^ Mar 1 
% 
Doggie Street Festival 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m 
Corner of Womble and Cusing Road 
doggiestreetfestival.org 
Mar 3 
The San Diego Songwriters Guild Performing 
Songwriters Contest with guests 
8 p.m. 21+ $8 
Belly Up, 143 Cedros Ave 
bellyup.com 
Busta Rhymes w/ guests 
8 p.m. All Ages, $26 - $45 
House of Blues, 1055 Fifth Avenue 
hob.com 
Mar 4 
Automatic Loveletter w/ A Cursive Memory, 
Tickle Me Pink, Stereo Summer, & Alert Signal 
7 p.m. All Ages, $10/Adv 
Soma, 3350 Sports Arena Boulevard 
somasandiego.com 
Mar 5 
The Pretenders w/ American Bang 
8 p.m. 21 +$49.50 - $82.50 
House of Blues, 1055 Fifth Avenue 
hob.com 
To request that an event be placed in the 
calendar, contact MKastner@usdvista.com. 
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Sometimes fashion isn't 
about the new "it" bag or 
runway shows. Fashion, as 
both a reflection and creator of 
culture, can be about something 
bigger. Sometimes that some­
thing bigger is human rights. 
Such was the case at Dr. 
Bahar Davary's lecture last 
Thursday titled "Obsession with 
the Veil." Davary is a professor 
of religious studies here at the 
University of San Diego and 
specializes in studying women 
and the Qu'ran, the sacred reli­
gious text of the Islamic faith. 
It seems that when it comes to 
dress there is no greater visual 
symbol of this religion than the 
veil, otherwise known as the 
Hijab. 
Today the veil serves as an 
outward symbol of piety to 
those who follow Islam, and a 
symbol of otherness to those 
who do not. This sheath of ma­
terial is not just a garment, but 
also a sign that signifies a mean­
ing dependent on the context 
of the wearer and the viewer. 
Some Muslim women see it as 
a representation of community, 
others along with many West­
erners, see it as a representation 
Giving Up Perez 
Perezhilton.com 
CARRIE WIDDER 
A A 0 DFSIONFR 
I've run out of good websites. 
I think. Maybe I'm just being 
lazy because it's that time of year 
where Spring Break is around 
the comer and I can't even focus 
on my homework, getting to the 
gym, let alone finding funny yet 
informative websites. So with 
that, I'm writing today about 
everyone's guilty pleasure, Per-
ezhilton.com. 
•of oppression. Why all this fuss 
over what is most basically a 
piece of fabric? 
The Qu'ran has little to say 
about veiling other than to 
"draw your cloak around you" 
in order to remain safe, though 
it urges modesty from women 
and men. But the Hadith, the 
text that describes the early 
practices of Muslims, more 
substantially spells out the im­
portance of veiling to Moham­
med's wives. Muslims, as fol­
lowers of Mohammed, seek to 
embody this in their daily lives. 
Today, veiling is a symbol of 
subscription to this faith, and 
an outward sign of community. 
Indeed, a lot of cultural pres­
sure does exist for women to 
remain veiled if they do not live 
in places that require veiling by 
law. Exclusion from the group 
is an inherently human fear, and 
one that often upholds current 
power structures and the status 
quo. 
Scriptures in the Christian 
bible tell women to cover them­
selves, urging "silence in full 
s u b m i s ­
sion" and 
"shame-
f a c e d -
n e s s . " 
It is this 
interpre­
tation of 






e q u a t e  
v e i l i n g  
w i t h  
f e m a l e  
subordi-
n a t i o n  .  
Images of veiled Muslims have 
been associated with the charge 
of stoning for adultery, and the 
political struggles of Islamic 
women. Westerners see them­
selves as culturally neutral, un­
willing to see our own fashion 
practices as potentially suppres­
sive, but rather as the "norm." 
Veiling, whether voluntary 
or involuntary, is a symbol of 
"otherness." Today in countries 
around the world, women have 
been forcibly unveiled in order 
to bring "liberty" and equality. 
When examined further, this 
doesn't sound like equality to 
me. 
Whether women are forced 
to be veiled or unveiled, they 
are still treated as objects. In 
the most basic linguistic sense, 
both these statements: "Mus­
lims forcing women to veil" 
and "The Government forcing 
women to unveil" are ordered 
subject-verb-object. Women are 
treated as objects and pawns in 
a political power struggle. 
Both aspects lack the fun­
damental component of human 
liberty and freewill: choice. 
"We don't want to be told 
who we are by Muslim Arab 
men. We don't want to be told 
who we are by Western men 
or Western feminists. We have 
Selves," a woman said in the 
video Davary presented. 
Women have no more choice 
to express themselves in so­
cieties where they are forced 
to be unveiled than they do in 
societies that enforce the op­
posite. If women are true equals 
government bodies should treat 
them as functioning rational 
individuals, fully capable of 
making decisions. 
I am more than aware that 
my understanding of veiling is 
limited and the cultural, reli­
gious and political implications 
of this practice are limitless. 
Davary's lecture, however, has 
helped me see forced veiling 
and unveiling in a new light. If 
women are to achieve equality 
they should have access to what 
one woman calls "the most 
basic human right: to dress the 
way you want to dress." 
Okay, so maybe it's not ev­
eryone's, but it's mine these 
days. I don't know what my 
deal is, but I am finally going to 
admit that I find it highly addic­
tive. I know there are plenty of 
celebrity gossip sites out there, 
but Perez's site is the one I find 
myself clicking on mindlessly 
when I have nothing to do. Or 
rather when I do have things to 
do and don't want to do them. 
The guy updates practically 
every hour, save the weekends 
(yes, I've figured out his blog-
ging schedule - it's fine. Actu­
ally, it's not). 
When my German professor 
asked us what we were giving 
up for Lent today ("was geben 
Sie fiir verliehen auf?"), I didn't 
have an answer let alone know 
that Lent was starting Wednes­
day. And I go to a Catholic 
school, which is another con­
fession in itself. So in trying 
to write this article, I've also 
decided to give up Perezhilton. 
com for Lent, and you can do it 
too! Join me. Seriously, 1 need 
the support. 
I know that in doing this I 
will be out of the loop on all the 
crazy Joaquin Phoenix moments. 
I may not even know who's 
pregnant anymore. 
But these are sac­
rifices I am willing 
to make. For what, 
I'm not sure yet. 
I'll most likely have 
more time to do the 
things I put off, or 
maybe I'll just find 
a substitute. That's 
a lie. I already 
have, its called the-
superficial.com and 
you can go there 
if you've given up 
Perez along with me. 
So whether or not you're 
a Perez-addict like myself, or 
have some other website that 
you check religiously (Facebook 
perhaps? Fmylife?), there's no 
reason that you can't give it up 
for 40 days. It'll be my own 
crappy Josh Hartnett movie. 
And who doesn't want that? 





I was first introduced to 
author Isabel Allende's writing 
when her novel "The House of 
Spirits" appeared on the winter 
break reading list during my 
junior year of high school. 
The characters, admirable for 
all of their merits and faults, 
prompted me to read some of . 
her other works. Allende fully 
a d m i t s  t h a t  s h e  u s e s  e l e m e n t  o f  
her own life in the intricately 
woven stories of generations, 
relationships and loss that 
mark her writing. Unsurpris­
ingly, her latest memoir, "The 
Sum of Our Days," has proven 
to be as equally spellbinding as 
any of her fictional novels. 
The Chilean novelist began 
to write all that has come to pass 
after the death of her daughter 
Paula, after a phone call from 
her agent, in which Allende 
was practically commanded 
to write a second memoir. In 
Allende's prose, she speaks 
directly to Paula using the nar­
ration to serve as a means of 
one-sided communication with 
her deceased daughter. 
Allende relates to her 
daughter through words of mel­
ancholy, wit and humor what 
has happened to the family 
over the years believing this to 
be the topic with which Paula 
would be most concerned. She 
remembers the friendships that 
have helped her through her 
hard times, her life with her 
second husband, the ending 
of life and the coming of new 
life. 
Allende delivers a heartfelt 
rendering of her grief over the 
loss of her daughter, and infus­
es her words with the affection 
she holds for her quirky and ec­
centric family. Her descriptions 
of her friends and family make 
them seem like characters out 
of one of her books. Allende 
herself believes that "every life 
can be told as a novel; each 
of us is the protagonist of his 
own legend," which makes me 
wonder, in whose story will I 
play a character? 




RAYMOND AYALA, SPORTS EDITOR 
An athlete's attitude is just as im­
portant an aspect of a sport as having 
the athletic ability to play the sport 
itself. No sport is exempt from the 
controversial player that continues to 
hurt the team with his or her selfish at 
titude. Though this consistently occurs 
at the college level, the professiona 
level is beginning to be littered with 
such athletes who could be all-stars 
but whose abilities are overshadowet 
by their egos. 
I'll start off in the National Hockey 
League. A couple of months ago, the 
Dallas Stars suspended one of their 
players, Sean Avery. Avery mouthed 
off about an ex-girlfriend using the 
term "sloppy-seconds" in reference to 
her. Avery was instantly suspended by 
the Dallas Stars and subsequently re­
leased. Though he is no Sidney Crosby, 
he was still one of the top players on 
his team. 
Next in the National Basketball As 
sociation there is the ever-lingering 
case of Stephon Marbury. His nick­
name "Starbury" is pretty appropriate. 
Marbury once was an all-star player 
and one of the best point guards in the 
league. After arguing about playing 
time with the New York Knicks, the 
Knicks wanted to trade him, but his 
salary of $22 million dollars this year 
is a burden no team wants to take on. 
So Marbury gets to make his millions 
sitting on the bench in his suit and tie. 
In Major League Baseball there is the 
one and only Manny Ramirez. Though 
he almost single-handedly brought the 
Los Angeles Dodgers to the playoffs, 
before that he was causing problems 
with the Boston Red Sox. He now has 
rejected a $25 million dollar deal. 
In the National Football League 
there is the infamous Terrell Owens. 
Owens, who is currently with the 
Cowboys, has caused problems with 
both the San Francisco 49ers and the 
Philadelphia Eagles. True, he is a good 
wide receiver, but is his attitude worth 
all of the dropped balls? 
Finally in Nascar there is Tony 
Stewart 




on the PGA tour don't 
a sober round with John 
is something teams are 
more than they used to. 
Before atnietes had all the lever­
age their demeanor was never really 
analyzed. With the billions of dollars 
being invested in professional sports, it 
makes sense that teams would punish 
those they feel misrepresent the team's 
message. So now athletes have to think 
about their actions. In this economy 
anyone could lose their job. 
Sports Editor: Ray Ayala 
Asst. Sports Editor: Eric Ebner 
rayala@usdvista.com 
Deja vu could be in store for Toreros 
DARREN FEENEY 
STAFF WRITFR 
The Toreros currently find themselves 
in familiar territory. After a loss at St. 
Mary's last season, the men's basketball 
team put together six straight wins en 
route to a West Coast Conference cham­
pionship and a first-round upset special 
in the first round of the NCAA Tourna­
ment. 
What has been keeping the Toreros 
stuck in neutral in their effort to repli­
cate last year's run? Suspensions, close 
defeats and the pre-game rehab rather 
than pre-game warm-ups of point guard 
Brandon Johnson, sidelined for the re­
mainder of the season. 
Nonetheless, the Toreros (14-14, 5-7 
WCC) took their first step in duplicat­
ing last year's result, bouncing back 
from last Thursday's 65-61 loss at Saint 
Mary's with an ESPNU BracketBusters 
victory over the University of Pacific 
(14-11)66-60. 
The Toreros caught fire from beyond 
the 3-point arc and ended a four-game 
losing streak by out-rebounding an op­
ponent for the first time since Jan. 17, 
a stretch of eight games that produced 
seven losses. 
Led by sophomore guard Devin 
Ginty, the Toreros sunk 9 out of 15 
3-pointers. 
Ginty went 4-for-5 from behind the 
arc, converting his first four, with a 
season-high 12 points. 
"It was great to see us finally step up," 
Ginty said of the perimeter shooting. "It 
has been frustrating the last few games. 
I know myself and the other guys have 
been getting in the gym every day and 
working hard on our [3-point] strokes, 
but the shots haven't been falling. It's 
a bit of a relief when shots start to fall, 
and I thought we played very well as a 
team tonight." 
The Toreros were on fire early from 
3-point land which gave USD a 34-24 
advantage at halftime. The Tigers crept 
back to within one point with 9:53 re­
maining, but two more Ginty 3-pointers 
expanded the 44-43 lead to 52-45. 
"It was great to see our guys step up 
with some confidence and knock them 
down," head coach Bill Grier said. 
"They were the same shots we've had 
in a lot of games that haven't been fall­
ing." 
Gyno Pomare scored a game-high 
16 points, De'Jon Jackson added 14 
and Matt Dorr (11 points, 2-for-2 on 
3-pointers) also hit double figures in 
scoring. 
After sitting out the first 12 games of 
the season for a violation of team rules, 
the Toreros were without the services of 
Trumaine Johnson who was suspended 
indefinitely for an unspecified viola­
tion of team rules. Johnson, averaging 
1.6 points, was held out of practice 
all week, did not travel to St. Mary's 
Thursday and was absent on the USD 
3ench Saturday. 
One player that did make the trip to 
Moraga to take on St. Mary's (22-5, 8-4 
WCC) was Pomare, evidently up for 
the head-to-head challenge with Gaels' 
(Top) Junior De'Jon Jackson has scored in double digits consistently for the Toreros. 
(Bottom) Sophomore Devin Ginty led the team with four 3-pointers against Pacific. 
6-foot-ll center Omar Samhan. Pomare 
finished with a game-high 25 points and 
eight rebounds, but Samhan's 20 points 
and 10 rebounds propelled the Gales to 
a 65-61 victory. 
USD trailed by as many as nine in 
the second half but climbed within two 
with 25 seconds remaining after a Chris 
Lewis 3-pointer. But Mickey McCon-
nell hit both free-throws to put Saint 
Mary's up by four. 
The Toreros now face their tough­
est stretch of the season, squaring off 
against the top two teams in the West 
Coast Conference: Portland and Gon-
zaga. "We need to do everything we can 
to win these next two games so we have 
some momentum heading into the con­
ference tournament," Grier said. 
USD, currently tied for fifth place 
with Pepperdine in the WCC, is one 
game back of Santa Clara for the cov­
eted fourth place finish. Atop-four finish 
would give the Toreros a first-round bye 
in the WCC Tournament, March 6-9 in 
Las Vegas. 
"I'm realistic in that this is the 
toughest stretch of the league that we've 
got coming up right now," Grier said. 
"However, I'm optimistic." 
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Women's tennis gets crucial win over tough Arizona team 
SARA VANDERHORST 
STAFF WRITFR 
The women's tennis team contin­
ued their winning streak with a victory 
Saturday over No. 75 Arizona at the 
University of San Diego Tennis Courts. 
They sealed the win with a 5-2 pound­
ing. This was the first loss for the Wild­
cats this season, sending them back to 
Arizona with a 5-1 record. 
The game was USD's first ever win 
against the Wildcats. When they met 
last year, the Toreros were upset 4-3. 
"We all knew Arizona was going to 
be a tough match. I believe we won be­
cause we all really gave everything we 
had and everyone was so determined to 
win," junior Justine Perl said. 
The Toreros started off strong win­
ning their first two matches of the day. 
No. 1 doubles duo of freshman Juliette 
Coupez and sophomore Samantha 
Mouly defeated a Wildcat combonation 
8-6. Seniors Tammy Kevey and Maja 
Sujica, currently the No. 2 doubles 
team, won their first match of the day 
8-4. The last doubles match consisted of 
No. 3 doubles group comprised of Perl 
and Maria Raygada. They were defeated 
in the last match of doubles action by a 
score of 8-6. 
Next up was singles play. Raygada 




The USD Softball team kicked off the 
Invitational Tournament last weekend, 
hosting Boise State, Colorado State and 
Long Beach State. On day one of the 
tournament, the Toreros started with a 
double-header, facing the fighting Rams 
of Colorado State and finishing with the 
Broncos of Boise State. 
In game one, the Toreros fought back 
from a 4-0 lead held by the Rams, but 
were only able to get within two as they 
dropped the game with a 4-2 loss. The 
Toreros finished the game with four hits 
and one error, with Keely Helbock and 
Jennifer Ellenbeck scoring the two runs 
for the Toreros. 
Determined to capture their first win 
of the season, the Toreros came out 
fighting hard in game two of the day. 
Boise State, who won their first game of 
the day, rallied to an early 4-0 lead at the 
end of the second inning. Although it 
looked bleak for the Toreros, they came 
out at the bottom of the third inning 
with bats blazing, scoring three straight 
runs and bringing the score to 3-4. The 
Toreros were not finished, as they tied 
the score in the fourth inning and finally 
took the lead in the sixth inning. 
The win brought the Toreros to 1-5 
on the season and to face Long Beach 
State and Colorado State on Saturday. 
Still fighting hard and seeking to in­
crease their wins for the season, the To­
reros came out strong, but lost to Long 
Beach, 1-0 and to Colorado State, 9-1. 
On the final day of the tournament, 
the Toreros did not fare much better, 
with another close loss to Boise State, 
2-1. 
Senior Tammy Keevey looks to lob the ball back at her opponent. Keevey had a good week going undefeated in doubles play. 
with two quick victories, 6-0 and 6-2. 
Arizona's Natasha Marks picked up 
points for Arizona with a 6-3 and 6-1, 
two set victory over USD's Samantha 
Mouly. Sarah Landsman of the Wildcats 
tied the score after defeating Kevey in 
two straight sets. Alex Demidova gave 
the Toreros another victory at the No. 6 
position to put USD ahead again. 
The meet would come down to the 
No. 1 singles competition. Juliette 
Coupez capped off the Toreros' victory 
in three sets. Coupez defeated Danielle 
Steinberg of Arizona 6-3, 4-6 and 7-5. 
At this point the Toreros would have 
enough points to remain victorious, 
yet No. 3 Maja Sujica would seal the 
Toreros' victory in a short two set per­
formance. 
When asked about the Toreros ex­
ceptional 3 and 0 start Perl said, 
"We are all working really hard and 
deserve the results that we are getting. 
Everyone is really motivated and we all 
have a team goal of making NCAA this 
year." With this start, anything is pos­
sible. 
The Toreros take on Sacaramento 
State on Feb. 28 at the USD Tennis 
Courts. 
cannot start the 2009 season on the right note 
RYAN BRENNANAHE VISTA 
The Toreros have a meeting of the minds on the mound. They currently have one win this season and are struggling. 
Although the weekend did not go UCLA, UC Davis, University of Utah, 
as expected, they hope to gain another UC Santa Barbara and Missouri, 
win on the season as they face inter-
town rivals San Diego 
State. Last season one 
of the Toreros' key wins 
came against a 
ranked Aztecs 
team. The San 
Diego Classic 
begins on Feb. 
27 and will 
i n c l u d e  
Colora­
do State, 
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Baseball kicks off season with early wins in Compton 
MLB Urban Youth Academy hosts Toreros, San Diego State, Southern and Betune-Cookman 
JUSTIN SAKS 
STAFF WRITFR 
The season officially started for the 
Toreros baseball team this weekend 
when they traveled to Compton, Calif, 
to take part in the Major League Base­
ball Urban Youth Academy tournament. 
The Toreros were able to pick up their 
first win of the season on Friday when 
they took on Southern University. 
Sophomore pitcher Sammy Solis 
gave Torero fans a glimpse of what they 
can expect this season with a career 
high nine strikeouts in six innings of 
four-hit-baseball. Solis allowed only 
one-earned run while picking up the 
victory. The Toreros bats were just as 
impressive as they staked Solis to a 4-0 
lead in the first inning. 
Tony Strazzara came up with the big 
2-RBI double in the first inning to push 
across two of the runs. In the second 
inning it was Sean Nichol who drove in 
a run to increase the lead to 5-0. 
Southern battled back in the seventh 
inning when they put up their own 
crooked number and cut the Toreros' 
lead to one. Junior closer AJ Griffin 
pitched 2.1 innings of scoreless base­
ball picking up four strikeouts along 
the way. Griffin earned the save for the 
Toreros as they held on to win 6-4. 
The Toreros' offense once again 
showed up early when they took on 
Bethune-Cookman on Saturday. The 
Toreros opened up a 3-0 lead in the first 
inning with RBIs from Victor Sanchez, 
Nick McCoy and Jose Valerio. In the 
bottom half of the inning starter Kyle 
Blair suffered with some control issues 
by hitting three batters, but only one 
would come around to score. Blair was 
able to get out of the mess he had cre­
ated to escape the inning. 
In the fourth inning Kevin Muno hit 
the first homerun of the season for USD. 
Just two batters later, Sanchez joined 
his teammate on the homerun list when 
he hit a solo shot of his own extending 
the lead to 7-1. Bethune-Cookman had 
no quit in them as they scored five runs 
in the fourth to pull within one. 
Matt Thomson pitched the final four 
innings for USD, striking out six batters 
in four scoreless innings and earning 
the save. Blair picked up the win while 
giving up four hits, five earned runs and 
recording five strikeouts in five innings 
of work as the Toreros notched a 9-6 
victory. 
For the home opener on Sunday 
against cross-town rival San Diego 
State it was freshman pitcher Chris 
Jensen who got the starting nod. Jensen 
allowed two runs on four hits through 
3.2 innings of work. The Toreros were 
unable to muster up any offense and they 
were shut out 3-0 in their first defeat of 
the season. On a positive note, senior 
pitcher Scott DeNault pitched three in­
nings of one-hit ball while striking out 
two on the afternoon. 
Despite going 2-1 during opening 
weekend, the Toreros held onto their 
No. 11 spot in the Baseball America 
rankings. Beginning Feb. 24, the team 
will start a stretch where they will be 
challenged both physically and mentally 
as tehy play six games in six days. 
The Toreros will host their own tour­
nament from Feb. 27th through Mar. 1. 
M 
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
Junior outfielder Kevin Muno had a great week. He went a combined 6-for-l 3 during 
the weekend stretch. He must maintain his stoke in order for the Toreros to succeed. 
Junior outfielder James Meador (Left) and sophomore infielder Victor Sanchez (Right) are going to be a big part of the Torero's offense this season. Meador is a returning All-
WCC selection, and could be wearing a Toreros uniform for the last time if he gets drafted. Sanchez will bring homerun power to a lineup that can be inconsistent. 
